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MACGREGOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 LINKED BY LEARNING… EXPERIENCE, EXPRESSION & EXCELLENCE 

 

Principal: Jennifer Hall 
 

Hirschfeld Cres     PO Box 372  
MACGREGOR ACT 2615   KIPPAX ACT 2615 
   
www.macgregorps.act.edu.au  Phone: 6142 1600 
info@macgregorps.act.edu.au  Fax: 6142 1624 

Dates to Remember 

Friday 17 August Chicken hatching at Preschool Friday 24 August Coffee and Chat with Jennifer 9:15am 

Monday 20 August Year 5 combined band practice at Evatt PS Monday 27 August Book week begins 

Volume 43, Issue 27 Term 3 Week 4 16 August 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Visitors from Wuhan in China 
For the past ten days we have enjoyed the company of our visitors from Wuhan In China. Today we had a special farewell 
assembly with the year five/six students, the teachers and the host families. We were thoroughly entertained with the 
exceptional talents of our visitors and enjoyed various renditions of song and dance. Thank you so much to the wonderful 
families who so generously hosted the visitors as part of the homestay program and to Willa McIntyre for coordinating the 
event. 
 
Christine Topfer—our Literacy Coach 
Christine Topfer, international author and leader in best practice literacy will be working with the teachers in the junior school 
tomorrow. She will support our teachers to plan exceptional writing lessons, visit classrooms and provide feedback on our 
journey. 
 
Book Week 
Today our students enjoyed the Find your treasure performance as the beginning of our Book Week celebrations. Due to our 
very busy schedule of events this next week the remainder of our activities will take place in week 6. During class visits, 
students and teachers have been engaging with the books that are shortlisted for the awards from the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia. Follow this link https://www.cbca.org.au/short-list-2018 or drop by the library to have a look at the 
books. Please join us on Wednesday 29 August in the hall at 9:15am for our read aloud and much loved parade of book 
characters. 
Have fun planning your costumes! 
 
W@M Wednesdays 
Teachers at Macgregor will use the many opportunities that arise throughout the school day to discuss how people behave in 
various social situations, dealing with conflict, and how people get on with each other. Learning about bullying — what it is, 
why it happens and what to do about it — within everyday classroom activities reinforces school BRICK principles and W@M 
values related to respect and inclusion. It also communicates to everyone that bullying is never okay. Talking and teaching 
about bullying in the classroom may raise personal issues for some students. Bullying can be a sensitive topic to discuss in 
groups and classes, particularly if there are current unidentified bullying issues. Please see information later in our newsletter 
about how parents and carers can have a key role in preventing and responding to bullying. 
 
Enrolments 
As Macgregor Primary School is a popular school of choice amongst the community, our preschool enrolments for 2019 are at 
capacity  (88 children) with a number on the waiting list. Our whole school numbers are now at 599 students.  
 
School Review 
For the majority of this term we have been working with staff to summarise our achievements of the priorities listed in our 
strategic plan. In the next few weeks I will invite you to a discussion on our school priorities for the next four years .  
 

Yours in Education 
 

Jennifer 

Please note the term 3 calendar attached to this newsletter has been updated. 
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This term we are investigating ‘From little things big thing grow!’. 
We have started the term by having an incursion called ‘Hatching 
Chicks’ and to say we were a little excited about the chicken eggs 
arriving was an understatement! Our favourite spot to sit in the 
classroom is right up next to the brooding box where we can see 
the chickens moving around, eating and drinking. “They’re soooo 
cute!” is a comment often heard. The Stars were lucky enough to 
see the birth of two little chicks. We also watched a chick 
hatching on the plasma screen and then we used our drama skills 
to pretend being a hatching chick and getting out of our 
imaginary eggshells. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We celebrated NAIDOC Week by reading lots of Indigenous stories. We read three different versions of ‘How the 
birds got their colours’ and then in our writing books we drew a picture from one of the stories and our teachers 
wrote what we said about our picture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the last two terms Tracey, Brenda and Glennis have been helping us develop the skills we need to be 
successful learners able to do things around the classroom and outside for ourselves independently. We try not to 
say “I can’t” but say “I can try!” instead. We amaze ourselves with what we can do!   
 
Kind Regards 
Glennis Weatherstone 
Teacher 

Stars and Rockets Spotlight on Learning 
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LSGTW Spotlight on Learning 

LSGTW have launched into term 3 having already participated in many exciting whole school activities during the 
first half of the year. Our inquiry subjects have us exploring food chains, the role of predators and the impact 
changes can have to species. We are beginning to discover the role Captain James Cook played in our settlement. 
We are enjoying a hands on approach to using addition and subtraction with Australian currency and helping each 
other learn how to tell the time. 
 
Those of us who attended had a wonderful time at the athletics carnival, year 2 swim safety course, NAIDOC week 
celebrations and Science expo. Our beautiful Eireann had a very successful swim in Tasmania taking 6 seconds off 
her personal best for the Australian School Sports National Competition.  
 
We look forward to seeing what the rest of the year has in stall for us. 
 
Kind Regards 
Tracey Webster 

Year 2 Swim Safety 
 
Lizard Gang—creative response 
Cooperative building exercise (Middle 
bottom). 
NAIDOC week dance lessons 

Science Expo—Strawberry DNA 
(Middle top) 
 
Athletics carnival Long Jump 
 
Maths games 
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Welcome back Kindergarten students and families. It has been a fabulous start to Term 3! 

KMG Spotlight on Learning 

This term we have been focusing on our new inquiry unit 
‘Staying Alive’. KMG have been very excited about our new 
pet fish, Madagascar.  Our focus this term is to investigate 
the different survival needs of various animals including 
appearance, diet, habitat and behaviour. We have also been 
collating our questions about animals who we wish to further 
investigate. 

In literacy, we are learning the difference between 
factual and fictional information in the texts we have 
been reading. The students have been using this new 
knowledge to write factual information about the 
Kindergarten fish. We have discovered that personal 
statements are different to factual information. 

100 Days of School! KMG had a wonderful start to term in 
mathematics when celebrating our 100th day of school. We 
have continued to practise counting to 100 by 1’s, 5’s and 
10’s. We also have created a ‘What does 100 look like?’ wall 
in our classroom where we have counted out 100 things. Be 
sure to check it out! 

We are currently learning a new song in Kindergarten that links in with our ‘Staying Alive’ inquiry unit. 
The students have been practising really hard and can’t wait to share this at assembly in week 6. We 
hope to see you there! 
 
Thanks for reading, 
 
Ms Gordon and KMG 
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Some help information for Parents and carers from the Bully. NO WAY! Website 
 
Parents and other carers have a key role in preventing and responding to bullying. 

You can: 

 Learn what bullying is and what it is not. This is the first step in talking about how to prevent or respond to 
bullying with your child. 'Bullying' is a word that is used for lots of things that are not actually bullying. These 
other behaviours may be just as serious, but may require different responses. 

 Talk about bullying with your child at home to make it easier for them to tell you if something happens. Make 
sure they know what bullying is and how they can respond. Help prepare your children to prevent online 
bullying and to know what to do if it happens. 

 Start when your child is young to guide them to develop the social and emotional skills they will need to build 
positive relationships throughout their lives, including problem-solving skills. 

 Recognise the warning signs of bullying. Although there may not be an issue, you should talk to your child if 
you have any concerns. Raise the topic generally if you don't want to ask directly. Be aware that many times 
children and young people won't ask for help, so it is important to know what to look for. 

 Learn about how to respond appropriately if your child tells you about bullying. You can reassure your child 
by remaining calm and being supportive. 

 Find out as much as you can about what has happened by talking calmly with your child. A good 
understanding about what has happened can also help you in communicating with the school about the 
situation. 

 Read about strategies that can help. Practising strategies at home with your child is a good way to prepare 
them to use them at school. 

 Contact the school if bullying has occurred and the school needs to be involved. Read about how you and 
the school can work together to support your child, whether your child was bullied, bullied others, or 
witnessed bullying. 

 Get involved in what your school is doing to prevent bullying. 

 Learn about relevant state or national laws about bullying. 

 Find resources for parents on online safety on the Student Wellbeing Hub about supporting your child to be 
safe online. 

 Find additional assistance if, after working with your child and your school, you need more information or 
help to address the situation from outside the school. 

Bullying. NO WAY! 

Illegal parking behaviours 
 
The school has been advised by the ACT Government that a number of complaints have been received in relation 
to road safety and driving behaviours around our school. If behaviours don’t improve, the Licence Plate 
Recognition vehicle or parking officers will visit the school over the coming weeks.  
While the school can become congested during the peak times, illegal car parking will not be tolerated as it creates 
an unsafe environment for children. This includes parking on nature strips, footpaths, verges, street corners and 
across children’s crossings. 
Some important things to remember: 
 Vehicles are not permitted to stop in a “No Stopping” zone for any purpose. No Stopping zones improve 

visibility and access for children. The infringement for stopping in a No Stopping zone is $255.  
 Parking on or near children’s crossings is dangerous; it makes it difficult for passing motorists to see 

children. 
 Drivers should not leave their cars unaccompanied unless they are in a dedicated car park. 
 Parking on the footpaths and verges is dangerous; children shouldn’t need to pass between cars to cross the 

road.    
Try parking a little further from the school and walking to meet your child, or arrange a meeting point with your 
child so they can walk to meet you. It’s a great way to avoid the congestion and illegal parking and is also one of 
the most time efficient ways to ensure children receive the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity every 
day. 
 
More information is available on the Transport Canberra website, including a range of information sheets to 
promote safe behaviours around schools. Please help to make our school community safe. 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/DefinitionOfBullying
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/TeachingAboutBullying/Pages/Talking-about-bullying.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/GetHelpandMoreInformation/Pages/default.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/GetHelpandMoreInformation/Pages/default.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/TeachingAboutBullying/StartingInEarlyChildhood
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/TeachingResources/Pages/Early-childhood-resources.aspx#Anchor8
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/Pages/Signs-of-bullying.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/Parents/Pages/ChildBeingBullied.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/Parents/Pages/default.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/Parents/Pages/default.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/ReportingBullying/Pages/If-you-need-to-tell-someone.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/Parents/Pages/WorkingTogether.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/PreventingBullying/InvolvingTheSchoolCommunity/Pages/Involving-parents.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/Pages/Legislation-and-policy.aspx
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/focus-areas/online-safety#/?utm_source=e-News&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=20161129
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/GetHelpandMoreInformation/Pages/default.aspx
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/RespondingToBullying/GetHelpandMoreInformation/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/active-travel/active-travel-for-schools/safe-driving
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s  

Please ensure the school has your up to date 
contact details, including your family’s current 
email address and mobile phone number. You can 
update them by contacting the front office on 
61421600 or email info@macgregorps.act.edu.au 

ALLERGY AWARENESS AT MACGREGOR PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

We aim to be ‘allergy friendly’ as we have several students and 
staff who are highly allergic to nuts. 
You can assist by avoiding nut products in your child’s school 
food. 

School Notices 

Health Information 
Gastroenteritis 
There has been several cases of Gastroenteritis across the school. Information about gastroenteritis is provided to us from 
ACT Health and all families/staff are required to follow their guidelines. If your child has vomiting and diarrhoea, it is 
recommended that they stay away from school until at least 48 hours after the symptoms have stopped. 
The most effective way of preventing spread of Gastroenteritis is to stay away from unnecessary contact with others and 
practice good hand washing. This is achieved by washing hands thoroughly using soap and running water for at least 10 
seconds, followed by drying hands. 
 
Health 
Children should not attend school when unwell. The most important way to break the chain of infection and stop spread of 
diseases are exclusion of ill children, educators and other staff. Your family doctor or the school can provide information 
regarding recommended exclusion periods for illnesses. Following these guidelines helps prevent contagious illnesses 
spreading to other children and staff. 

Sun Protection for Students 
 

 In Canberra sun protection is required for part or most of each day between August and May. The end of 
May is ‘Hats Off Day’ whilst the beginning of August is ‘Hats On Again’ for all of us.  

 Due to low (under 3) daily UV levels experienced in Canberra from June to July, ACT schools will not be 
required to enforce sun UV protection in this period. However sensible sun UV protection may still be 
warranted if spending extended period outdoors during these months i.e. at all day outdoor sporting events 
and excursions.  

 Students with no hat will be required to play in a well shaded area. This is informally known as ‘No Hat Play 
in the Shade’.  

 Between August and May students and workers are required to wear SunSmart hats (e.g.: broad–brimmed, 
bucket with deep crown or legionnaire hats) that cover the face, ears and neck. 

 Sunhat cords can become caught and a risk to children playing on fixed playground equipment. Schools 
must request that parents either purchase sun hats with safety cords designed to break under minimal 
strain, or remove cords from sunhats altogether.  

 Schools are required to make sunscreen accessible to all students and workers for daily applications 
throughout the day. Schools have sunscreen in most, if not all classrooms. Students are encouraged to apply 
sunscreen themselves. Staff will exercise judgment as to whether some students, for example, younger 
children, should be supervised or assisted when applying sunscreen. 

 Parents/carers should inform the school if they do not wish workers to apply sunscreen to their children. If a 
child is allergic to sunscreen, parents/carers must notify the school about this on the medical form 
completed at the beginning of each school year. Parents/carers have the option of providing a 
hypoallergenic sunscreen for their children.  

The 2018 School Satisfaction Surveys will be conducted later this term 
 
Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 5 to 12) will be asked to participate in these important 
surveys. The survey results will contribute to school research and improvement processes. 
Although the survey is voluntary, we hope you will want to participate. It won’t take much of your time and will 
help us improve our school for your child and future students. An email about the parent and carer survey was 
sent to you on Tuesday 14 August. The survey will close on Monday 3 September. Please see survey link below 
https://acteducation.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8oaDaOoC9v7Sw8B  

https://acteducation.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8oaDaOoC9v7Sw8B
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Term 3 Calendar 2018 – PLEASE NOTE CHANGES TO CALENDAR 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
23 July 
 

24 July 
 

25 July 26 July 
 

27 July 
Aladdin bilingual puppet show 10:20-
K-2, 12:15-3-6 

Wk 2 
30 July 
NAIDOC Celebration - 
Larry Brady 10-11am 
Book club catalogues go 
home 

31 July 
NAIDOC rotations 
 

1 August 
Hats on day 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
5DN, 3/4SX, Stars & Rockets 

2 August 
 

3 August 
Choir Limelight 
rehearsal 
ICAS English 
 

4 August 
ATSIC 
Children’s 
Day 

Wk 3 

6 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Book club closes 
Chinese students 
arrive 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

7 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Welcome assembly for 
students from Wuhan 
China 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

8 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 3/4 Exhibition 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

9 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 1 @ Botanic 
Gardens 
Chinese & homestay 
students @ National 
Museum 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

10 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Assembly hosted by Year 1 with 
performances by our Macgregor 
Musicians 
Chicken hatching @ Preschool 
Science Fair excursion Yr 3/4 

Wk 4 

13 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

14 August 
Dental Hygienist visits 
Yr 2 9:30am 
First Aid in Schools 
ICAS Maths 
Chinese & homestay 
students @ Parliament 
House & Questacon 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

15 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

16 August 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Farewell assembly 
– Chinese students 
9:15am year 5 
building 
’Treasure Hunt’ 
performance K-6 
Chicken hatching 
@ Preschool 

17 August 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

Wk 5 

20 August 
Year 5 combined 
band at Evatt PS 

21 August 
 

22 August 
 

23 August 
 

24 August 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15 
Uruguay National Day 
celebration & assembly 2:15pm 
 

Wk 6 

27 August 
Book Week 

28 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight rehearsal 
9:30am-11:30am 
Belconnen Athletics 
Carnival 
Book Week 

29 August 
Book Week - dress up 
as your favourite book 
character and the parade 
will be at 9:15am 

30 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight dress 
rehearsal 9:30am-
2:30pm & 
performance at 
6:00pm-9:45pm at 
AIS Arena 
Book Week 

31 August 
Assembly 2:20pm hosted by 
Kindergarten with 
performances by our 
Macgregor Musicians 
Step into the Limelight, 
Moana Dancers only 6:00pm-
9:45pm AIS Arena 
Book Week 

Wk 7 
3 September 
 

4 September 
 

5 September 
El dia de los libros 
Indigenous Literacy Day 

6 September 
 

7 September 

Wk 8 
10 September 
 

11 September 
School Board meeting 
5:00pm 

12 September 
Variety Performance 
Show 

13 September 
Tango Capital 
Workshop Yrs 3-6 

14 September 
 

Wk 9 

17 September 
 
 
 
 

18 September 
 ACT Athletics 
Carnival 

19 September 
 
 

20 September 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Kenny Koala visits 
Kindergarten 
 

21 Sept 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15 
Assembly 2:20pm hosted by 
Year 5 with performances by 
our Macgregor Musicians 
Kenny Koala visits Yr 1 

Wk 10 
24 September 
Yr 5 Camp 6:30am 
 

25 September 
 Yr 5 Camp 

26 September 
3/4 Camp 
Yr 5 Camp 6:00pm 

27 September 
3/4 Camp 
 

28 September 
3/4 Camp 

 



Preschool – Plant Stall 

 

Kindy – Cake Stall 
- donations accepted day before fete and 

morning of the fete 

 

Year 1 – Tombola/ Lucky Jars 
 

 Year 2 – Pet Rock Stall 
 

Year 3 – Choc Toss 
 Year 4 – Crazy Hair Stall 

 

Year 5 – Game Prizes 
 

Year 6 – Sideshow Alley 
 

 
 

Fete Donations now being accepted by your child’s teacher! 
- Please speak with your teacher if you have any questions 

 



SCHOOLS DAY OUT
SCHOOLS DAY OUT
SCHOOLS DAY OUT

*DOES NOT INCLUDE TICKETEK FEES  **CONDITIONS APPLY

RAIDERS  
VS TIGERS 
SUN 12TH AUG 
2PM KICKOFF

RAIDERS VS  
ROOSTERS 
SUN 19TH AUG 
4.10PM KICKOFF

AND/OR

SCHOOL PRIZES: 
HART SPORT VOUCHERS FOR THE 
SCHOOL WITH THE MOST SALES, 
GET ON BOARD NOW!

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA  
PRE PURCHASE ONLY FROM  
TICKETEK.COM.AU
*ADULTS FROM $21.50, 
JUNIORS FROM $14.00

#BleedGreen

USE PROMO CODE  
MPS18
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