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MACGREGOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 LINKED BY LEARNING… EXPERIENCE, EXPRESSION & EXCELLENCE 

 

Principal: Jennifer Hall 
 

Hirschfeld Cres     PO Box 372  
MACGREGOR ACT 2615   KIPPAX ACT 2615 
   
www.macgregorps.act.edu.au  Phone: 6142 1600 
info@macgregorps.act.edu.au  Fax: 6142 1624 

Dates to Remember 

Friday 26 October Buy A Bale fundraiser Tuesday 30 October Year 5 combined Band at Macgregor 

Volume 43, Issue 31  Term 4 Week 2 25 October 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 
A big welcome to term four and what a busy start we have all had! 
 

The Macgregor Fete and Art Show   
Our annual fete and Art show was held last Saturday and despite bouts of inclement weather, a fabulous time was 
had by all.  
Heartfelt thanks to our amazing fete coordinator, Tara and all of her willing helpers who worked tirelessly to  
ensure that everything was ready and organised for the big day. Special thanks also to Christine Trull and the staff 
who ensured that the Art show was a success. Well done to our children who demonstrated their expertise in Art. 
It was a fantastic display! 
 

Holiday Reading 
Over the last holiday break  we challenged the children in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 to read at least fifteen 
Books. The children who achieved this and returned their reading logs were entered into a draw. The children who 
have been drawn out as winners will get to choose a book to the value of $10 from the latest Scholastic Book Club 
catalogue.  
Congratulations to Dante M, Anaaya K, Lachlan T, Charlie S, April B, Emmy D, Zane H, Anna C, Patrick C, Caden J, 
Joshua M,  Peher W, Astor B,  Amera  A, Ella G, Zeinab I,  Venla R,  Emily H,  Matilda T and April Ba. 
 

School Leaders 2019 
The year five children will shortly be invited to prepare and deliver a speech  on  ‘Why I should be selected as a 
School Leader for 2019.’ From next week the Year 5 teachers will be working with students to develop their skills 
in developing content and structure for their speeches. The speeches will initially be presented to the Year 5 
students, teachers and school leaders from which a shortlist will be compiled. These shortlisted students will retell 
their speech to Years 3-6 and parents will be invited.  They will then participate in a formal interview with a  three 
person panel to decide our school leaders for 2019.  I encourage to talk to your year 5 child about qualities as a 
potential school leader.  
 

Multilingual Story Night 
As part of our Children’s Week celebrations we are holding a multilingual story evening in our library. Our school 
has a new collection of bilingual books that are currently located at Preschool. We would like to share these 
amazing books with all our children and the wider community. Next Wednesday from 5-6pm we will read and 
listen to stories from other cultures as well as some well known books that are written in languages other than 
English. Come along and spend an hour with your children immersed in stories.  
 

External School Review 
The Commendations, Affirmations and Recommendations from our external School Review  process have been 
uploaded on to the website. Next week the School Leadership Team will be working with our colleague from the 
Australian Council of Educational Research, Christina Rogers,  to draft the Macgregor School Plan for the next four 
years. I hope to present this at the next Board and P and C meeting. 
 

Classes 2019 
It is that time of the year when we begin to match teachers with year groups for next year. If you have a particular 
concern about your child’s placement for next year would you please send me an email to 
jennifer.hall@ed.act.edu.au. 
 

Yours in Education 

Jennifer 
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Since our last newsletter spotlight we have welcomed two new students to our Rockets group - Ryan 
and Violet. They are a great addition to our Rockets family. 

 

Stars and Rockets Spotlight on Learning 

Preparation for our ‘Just 
hanging around with our 
head in the clouds’ art work 
for the school art show. We 
hope you saw our amazing 
work and enjoyed finding 
your preschool child just 
‘hanging around’. 

Our toy dinosaurs, Steggles and Diney, often go to the homes 
of our children and have adventures with our families. The 
children document the visit by writing, drawing or adding 
photos to special books that goes home with Steggles and 
Diney. When they come back to preschool that child tells the 
class about the visit and explains their photos or drawings.   

This term we are learning how we 
express ourselves and what types 
of communication we can use to 
help express ourselves. We 
currently have a post office set up 
in the classroom, so letter writing 
and drawing are a popular 
activity.  

Working with numbers to 
twenty. This activity had the 
children putting numbered 
houses in order from 0-20. 
Then they matched a letter 
addressed to that house 
number and put it on the 
correct house. 

This is what our daily read to self or 
read to a friend (or two) looks like.  
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KLO Spotlight on Learning 

A big warm welcome back to KLO students and families. It is term 4 already and the KLO children have 
joyfully jumped straight into their learning.  

We have been very lucky to receive a tadpole kit 
for each of our kindergarten classes. This is part 
of the  Frogwatch Project run by the Ginninderra 
Catchment Group. KLO are responsible for the 
care of the class tadpoles as they go through 
their metamorphosis into froglets then frogs. The 
children are excitedly watching and  researching 
the development of the tadpoles as they grow 
their legs, lungs, form their shape into a frog. At 
the end of term 4, the fully grown frogs will be 
returned to the Frogwatch coordinators for     
release into their habitat, Ginninderra Creek. 

In mathematics, we are continuing to develop our 
number sense and identifying numbers that come 
before and after a given number. KLO have also 
been practising using the counting-on  
strategy  to add collections together.  
 
This term we are collecting data and answering 
‘yes’ and ‘no’ questions to collect simple data. 
Check out our data collection about “Do you like 
cats or dogs better?”  

As part of literacy, we have been exploring the 
onset and rime of words in literature.  Onset- the 
letter(s) that appear before the vowel in a single 
syllable word.  The onset can be a single letter    
(t-, l-, p- etc.) or multiple letters (tr-, sh-, str-, 
etc.). 
Rime or Word Family Chunk– the chunk of 
letters, starting with the vowel that follows the 
onset (-an, -oat, -uck, etc.)  
Students have brainstormed words in pairs that 
they have heard or seen with a particular rime 
such as ‘ig’ ‘un’ and ‘uck.’  
 
We have learnt that if you change the onset 
(beginning sound) you can create a new word! 
Practise at home and see how many you can 
come up with as a family. 
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6TN Spotlight on Learning 

 

Welcome back everyone to the final term of the year. We have celebrated the success of the Learning Journey in 
week 10 of term 3, where students were able to showcase their class works to visiting parents, carers and           
invited guests. As the final term quickly dawns on us and graduation is just around the corner, year 6 are working 
collaboratively together to focus on developing a positive legacy for the school. We are developing skills that 
focus on communication, co-operation and collaboration when working with each other with respect. Our aim is 
to work together towards a positive goal that will leave a lasting impression after we have graduated. Good luck 
everyone as we blitz through the 4th term for 2018. 

What COLLABORATION means to me? 
Working collaboratively with other 
students has helped me to learn new 
things  
confidently with my peers so that when 
we make progress, we do it together. 
When we make mistakes, we learn from 
our mistakes together and we find out 
reasons and ways to correct our errors. 

What COMMUNICATION means to 
me? We think that communication 
is an important skill for us to have  
especially now that we are leaving  
primary school and moving into 
high school. We need to be             
confident and clear in our              
communication so that it will help 
us to meet new friends and work 
positively in a challenging new en-
vironment. 
Triana, Arshpreet and Jasmine 

TIMESTABLES ACHIEVEMENTS 

PERSONAL LEARNING GOALS 

What CO-OPERATION means 
to me? 
 
It is important that we learn to 
work together co-operatively so 
that we can achieve our goals and 
personal best with support from 
our peers and teachers. Working  
co-operatively also helps us to 
develop good listening and 
communication skills where we 
need to work together in a 
respectful and co-operative 
learning environment where 
everyone benefits. 
Maulupe and Ada 
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Spotlight on Sporting Success   
 
Eireann Wood has been successful in being chosen to represent the ACT at the School Sports 12 and 
under National track and field Championships being held in Melbourne 23 - 27 November 2018. 
Congratulations Eireann! Eireann is the current National women’s 12 and under International Para 
Classification shot put record holder!  She has also been selected to compete in the Multiclass 100m 
sprint.  
 
Eireann, coach, Marnie Gigliotti and her family are very proud of her achievement. 
 
Each regional/state and national event she has competed in she has continued to achieve a personal 
best and her improvement in her 5 disciplines has been absolutely incredible over the last 18 months.  
 
Well done! 
 

 
 

ALLERGY AWARENESS AT MACGREGOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Macgregor Primary School has several students who are highly allergic to nuts.  Such an allergic reaction 
can be life threatening within a few minutes.  A reaction can be started as simply as touching a child who 
has handled a peanut butter sandwich.  Children and families at risk have individual strategies in place 
but the school can also assist.  We aim to be ‘allergy friendly’, enabling us to provide a safer 
environment for all our students. 
 
You can assist by avoiding nut products in your child’s school lunches.  This is especially important to 
consider when providing food to share such as for class parties.  Peanut butter and Nutella seem to be 
two common problem products and there are many alternatives in both cases.  It is also helpful to stress 
the importance of hand washing after eating and disposing of rubbish in the correct bin. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions about this, please contact the school.  More information is also 
available on the website – www.allergyfacts.org.au.  

School Administration 

 

Lost Property 

 

Due to the large amount of lost property we are not 
able to store it for a long period of time.  

 

Items lost will come to the front office, unnamed 
items will be stored at the front office then donated 
to the school uniform shop.  

 

Named items will be returned to the child’s class.  

Be sure to write your child’s name on their 
belongings so they can be returned to your child.  

http://www.allergyfacts.org.au
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The Library Buzz 

Lift Off! For year 6 students and their families 

HELLO PARENTS AND CARERS!  

This year at Macgregor Primary School 

we are offering Lift Off! programs for the school community.  

 
is happening this term for Year 6. 

It’s a fabulous 3 hour fun-shop  

for you and your child with a focus on  

 

You will: 

Explore ways to help your child solve problems, take 

responsibility and work as a team. 

Participate in activities and play games together 

Share stories 

Connect with other parents 

Enjoy a delicious meal 

Just bring yourself and your child and wear comfortable clothes. 

A FREE PIZZA dinner will be provided. 

DATE: 7 November, 2018  

TIME:4:00pm-7:00pm  

YEAR: 6 

LOCATION: School Hall 

COST: Free 

Dear Families,  

 

You will have received your Scholastic book club catalogues by now. All book orders and payments are now 

completed online and no cash can be accepted at the school.  

To order a book you will need to go through this direct link and register: https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/

Parent/Register.aspx 

 

The due date for online orders from Macgregor Primary School students is on Sunday 28 October. The orders will 

be delivered to school and distributed to the students when they arrive. If you choose to order after the due date 

you will be charged $4.99 for a shipping fee and books will be delivered to your home address.  

 

Happy Reading !! 

Regards,  

Your Library Team  

Ira Patkar and Jo Pearce 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Register.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Register.aspx

