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MACGREGOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 LINKED BY LEARNING… EXPERIENCE, EXPRESSION & EXCELLENCE 

 

Principal: Jennifer Hall 
 

Hirschfeld Cres     PO Box 372  
MACGREGOR ACT 2615   KIPPAX ACT 2615 
   
www.macgregorps.act.edu.au  Phone: 6142 1600 
info@macgregorps.act.edu.au  Fax: 6142 1624 

Dates to Remember 

Friday 3 August Choir Limelight rehearsal Monday 6 August Year 2 Aqua Safe swimming lessons 

Saturday 4 August ATSIC Children’s Day Tuesday 7 August Year 2 Aqua Safe swimming lessons 
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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Welcome to term three and thank you to all of you for helping us create a really happy and positive start to this second 
semester of learning. 
 

Staffing 
During the holidays our Deputy Principal, James Malone was asked (system requirement) to work in the Student 
Engagement section of the Education Directorate for the term. In James’s place, we have Mr Paul van Campenhout 
(known as Mr Van) who is an experienced deputy principal having worked at a number of both primary and high schools 
in the ACT. Best wishes James and welcome Paul! We also welcome Ms Hope Auth as the Thursday, Friday teacher on 
3/4XA and a support teacher for the rest of the week. Welcome to Jennifer Wynne who is the acting Business Manager 
whilst Tanya is on leave. It is so lovely to see our staff working and supporting each other and sharing their wealth of 
knowledge and experiences. 
 

Visitors from Wuhan in China 
On Monday Macgregor will experience their first ever Study Tour with eight students and two adults visiting us from 
Wuhan in China from the 6 to the 16 August. Many thanks to the wonderful families who have gratefully offered to host 
the visitors as part of the homestay program and to Willa McIntyre for coordinating the event. 
 

Responsible Use of ICT at Macgregor Primary School 
Our new deputy has created a trifold information pamphlet titled ‘The Responsible Use of ICT at Macgregor Primary 
School’. The pamphlet describes acceptable use of ICT, working in partnership with our families, resources and where to 
find more information. You can find the pamphlet on our website http://www.macgregorps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0011/428258/Responsible_use_of_ICT_at_Macgregor_PS_brochure.pdf  
 

Reading  
Every day at Macgregor the whole school starts the day by reading for fifteen minutes. This is a time for all students to 
practise the technical skills of reading such as particular reading comprehension strategies. Teachers will be 
conferencing with individual students during this time, working on ways to advance their reading skills. Please ensure 
your child is at school by 9:00am so that they do not miss this valuable reading instruction and practice time. Our 
parents and carers are most welcome to sit with their child and read with them. In the junior classes it is expected that 
every day every child will take home a small ‘learn to read’ book that they can read independently as well as a quality 
picture book to share with their family. Students in years 3-6 should be reading chapter books every night. All children 
should record their reading practices in their Macgregor Home Reading Log. Please take a few moments each day to talk 
to your child about what they are reading and how they are making connections to other texts or their own lives. 
 

W@M Wednesdays 
This term every class on a Wednesday after recess will be participating in explicit social emotional learning (SEL) lessons 
at the same time in what will be known as W@M Wednesdays. This is not an isolated lesson and W@M principles and 
the BRICK values will continue to be integrated into all aspects of our culture and learning. During the first 5 weeks of 
this term we are having a whole school focus on antibullying workshops. Questions asked include, ‘What is and what 
isn't bullying?’ ‘what types of bullying are there?’ ‘What is good bystander behaviour?’, ‘What are some ways we can 
respond to bullying?’, ‘Why do people bully?’. More information and resources can be found at https://
bullyingnoway.gov.au/ 
 

Yours in Education 
 

Jennifer 

http://www.macgregorps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/428258/Responsible_use_of_ICT_at_Macgregor_PS_brochure.pdf
http://www.macgregorps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/428258/Responsible_use_of_ICT_at_Macgregor_PS_brochure.pdf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
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Hello from 6SM, 
 
What a great start to term three we have had! The students have settled in well this term and applied themselves 
to their learning diligently. 
 
We have continued our daily reading focus which allows students to develop sustainable silent reading for the 
first 20 minutes of the morning. The students are enjoying this time to read and slowly ease into their learning for 
the day. We are currently focusing on recounts and developing our note taking skills. Students are encouraged to 
actively engage with daily news and current affairs and being aware of the issues happening in the world around 
them. 
 
In maths this term, students have been improving mental computation. We have been doing this through pop 
quiz questions being asked and students writing an answer on their mini whiteboards and displaying them in the 
air as quick as possible. Year 6 have also been exploring decimals, including how to round and order them. They 
have thoroughly enjoyed participating in educational maths games to assist their learning! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 are actively engaged in developing effective communication skills which allows us 
all to listen and be respectful to one another in class discussions. As part of this process 
we have encouraged students to create their own talking sticks so that they can bring 
them home and share their experiences with their families. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the ongoing support of our 
Learning Support Assistant Emmet Rumble who has been working with us all year. He has 
done a fantastic job with all of our students across the unit! 
 
We are looking forward to term 3 and all the learning it will bring! 
 
Sarah Meagher, Robert Venables, Tina Nguyen and Emmet Rumble  
#year62018 

6SM  Spotlight on Learning 

The 2018 School Satisfaction Surveys will be conducted later this term 
 
Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 5 to 12) will be asked to participate in these important 
surveys. The survey results will contribute to school research and improvement processes. 
Although the survey is voluntary, we hope you will want to participate. It won’t take much of your time and will 
help us improve our school for your child and future students. An  email about the parent and carer survey will be 
sent to you later this month. The key ACT results from the 2017 School Satisfaction Surveys have been published 
on the Education Directorate website (www.education.act.gov.au) and a summary of our school results is 
provided in our 2017 School Board Report. 

http://www.education.act.gov.au
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Hello from 1RB,  
What a fantastic start to the term! We have kicked off with some great learning with our inquiry units. 
 
Science:  
This term in science, we are looking into animals, bugs and their habitats. We started off our inquiry by going on a 
bug hunt in the playground. We investigated the different areas that bugs could live and even found some bugs!  
It was exciting and fun!  We then shared our understandings of what bugs we knew and information about them.  
We are looking forward to our excursion to the National Botanical Gardens soon to see what we can find out their 
about bugs and the places they like to live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English and Mathematics:  
Our writing focus has been on non-fiction texts, in particular looking at different information texts on animals. We 
have been learning the difference between facts and opinions. We have been learning lots of new information 
about animals! As a class we completed a big inquiry into Pandas and wrote a class information report on them. 
Did you know that Pandas are born pink, hairless and almost blind? Then they grow and develop their black and 
white fur. Ask us for more information, we would be happy to tell you! During our mathematics lessons, we have 
been investigating money. We have been looking at coins and identifying Australian coins as well as coins from 
other countries.  During investigations, some of us set up a book shop, wrote labels, price tags and sold books to 
each other. We have also been looking at fractions. We have learned about whole, half and quarters. As well as 
this, we have been continuing to build our number knowledge, addition and subtraction skills and counting big 
numbers.  
 
The arts 
We also have two arts inquiries this term. One is media arts and the other is drama. We have been looking at 
using different materials to make art work! Below are some of our great examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAIDOC WEEK:  
Year 1 enjoyed participating in the NAIDOC week performance. We learnt some new information about Aboriginal 
Culture. The best part was Larry showing us his items, the dancing and the ochre paint. 

 
We are 

looking forward to more amazing learning this term. From 1RB! 

1RB Spotlight on Learning 



4 

 

The Library Buzz 

3/4BN have been hard at work completing our inquiry units to share with our loved ones next Wednesday 8 

August. Our cities are coming together very nicely along with our science scrapbooks. 

3/4BN Spotlight on Learning 

Dear Families,  

You will have received your Scholastic book club catalogues by now. All book orders and payments are now completed online 

and no cash can be accepted at the school. 

To order a book you will need to go through this direct link and register: https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/

Register.aspx 

 

The due date for online orders from Macgregor Primary School students is on Monday 6 August . The orders will be delivered 

to school and distributed to the students when they arrive. If you choose to order after the due date you will be charged 

$4.99 shipping fee and books will be delivered to your home address. 

Happy Reading !! 

 

Regards,  

Your Library Team  

Ira Patkar and Jo Pearce  

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Register.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Register.aspx
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s  

Please ensure the school has your up to date 
contact details, including your family’s current 
email address and mobile phone number. You can 
update them by contacting the front office on 
61421600 or email info@macgregorps.act.edu.au 

ALLERGY AWARENESS AT MACGREGOR PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

We aim to be ‘allergy friendly’ as we have several students and 
staff who are highly allergic to nuts. 
You can assist by avoiding nut products in your child’s school 
food. 

School Administration 

Sentral is the new School Administration System (SAS) for all ACT Government Schools. The introduction of Sentral 
will progressively introduce 8 modules which include, Administration, Finance, Assessing, Attendance, 
Communication, Learning, Scheduling and Wellbeing. 
 
From Tuesday 3 July we commenced testing the new SMS component system of SAS for the notification of 
student absences.  Parents of students who are absent and have not notified the school (prior to the SMS) on that 
day will receive a message. The SMS will invite you to reply to the SMS to inform the school of your child’s 
absence. 
 
At the commencement of term 3 this SMS will occur daily between 9:30-11:00am. 
 

Please see below an excerpt from the attendance policy of the Education Directorate. 
 
4.3 Child of compulsory education age – school attendance requirement and school absence 
 
4.3.1 Parents are responsible for notifying the school of their child’s absence. Each school will promote 

acceptable ways of notification. Parents do not have to meet the school attendance requirement on a 
particular day if they have a reasonable excuse for the child not attending school on that day. 

 
4.3.2 Examples of a ‘reasonable excuse’ for a child’s absence may include: 

illness, including recovery from major illness, injury or medical condition 
medical or dental treatment 
bereavement  
religious or cultural observation 
sanctioned extended absence in relation to children of travelling families  
attendance at court or other legal hearings or meetings associated with hearings 
participation in sanctioned debates, sports, musical or theatrical productions not directly arranged by the 

school, or 
participation in interstate, national, or international academic or sporting event or equivalent.  
 

4.3.3 Principals are required to follow-up unexplained absences. When unexplained absences reach a maximum 
of seven days in a school year, principals will commence official procedures to ensure that students meet 
the school attendance requirement, in consultation with their School Network Leader. Partial day 
unexplained absences will be counted as one day. 

 
4.3.4 Extended absence beyond a five week period requires an Exemption Certificate. An Exemption Certificate 

is not required for a graduated return to school or part-time attendance that spans a period of less than 
five weeks. For further information about Exemption Certificates refer to the Directorate’s Exemption 
Certificate procedure available on the website: http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/
policy_a-z. 

 
4.3.5 Failure to comply with the school attendance requirement may lead to the Director-General issuing a 

Compliance Notice. Failure to comply with a Compliance Notice is an offence for which parents may be 
prosecuted. Information about Compliance Notices is available in the Non-compliance procedure on the 
Directorate’s website: http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z. 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z
http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z
http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z
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Term 3 Calendar 2018 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
23 July 
 

24 July 
 

25 July 26 July 
 

27 July 
Aladdin bilingual puppet 
show 10:20-K-2, 12:15-3-6 

Wk 2 

30 July 
NAIDOC Celebration 
- Larry Brady 10-11am 
Book club 
catalogues go home 

31 July 
NAIDOC rotations 
 

1 August 
Hats on day 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 5DN, 3/4SX, 
Stars & Rockets 

2 August 
 

3 August 
Choir Limelight 
rehearsal 
ICAS English 
 

4 August 
ATSIC 
Children’s 
Day 

Wk 3 

6 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Book club closes 
Chinese students 
arrive 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

7 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Welcome assembly 
for students from 
Wuhan China 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

8 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 3/4 Exhibition 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

9 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 1 @ Botanic 
Gardens 
Chinese & 
homestay students 
@ Tidbinbilla 
Chicken hatching 
@ Preschool 

10 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Assembly hosted by Year 1 
with performances by our 
Macgregor Musicians 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 
Science Fair excursion Yr 3/4 

Wk 4 

13 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

14 August 
Dental Hygienist visits 
Yr 2 9:30am 
First Aid in Schools 
ICAS Maths 
Chinese & homestay 
students @ Parliament 
House & Questacon 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

15 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

16 August 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Farewell assembly 
– Chinese students 
9:00am (COLA) 
’Treasure Hunt’ 
performance K-6 
Chicken hatching 
@ Preschool 

17 August 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

Wk 5 

20 August 
 

21 August 
External Review Panel 
 

22 August 
External Review Panel 
 

23 August 
External Review 
Panel 
 

24 August 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15 
Uruguay National Day 
celebration & assembly 2:15pm 
 

Wk 6 

27 August 
Book Week 

28 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight tech rehearsal 
Belconnen Athletics 
Carnival 
Book Week 

29 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Book Week dress up 
day 
Book Week parade 
10:30am 
Book Week 

30 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight dress 
rehearsal 
Book Week 

31 August 
Assembly hosted by 
Kindergarten with 
performances by our 
Macgregor Musicians 
Step into the Limelight 
Book Week 

Wk 7 
3 September 
 

4 September 
 

5 September 
El dia de los libros 
Indigenous Literacy Day 

6 September 
 

7 September 

Wk 8 
10 September 
 

11 September 
 

12 September 
Variety Performance 
Show 

13 September 
Tango Capital 
Workshop Yrs 3-6 

14 September 
 

Wk 9 

17 September 
 
 
 
 

18 September 
 ACT Athletics 
Carnival 

19 September 
 
 

20 September 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Kenny Koala visits 
Kindergarten 
 

21 Sept 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15 
Assembly hosted by Year 5 
with performances by our 
Macgregor Musicians 
Kenny Koala visits Yr 1 

Wk 10 
24 September 
Yr 5 Camp 
 

25 September 
 Yr 5 Camp 

26 September 
3/4 Camp 
Yr 5 Camp 

27 September 
3/4 Camp 
 

28 September 
3/4 Camp 

 



	  

Week 2 Term 3 2018 
	  

Proudly	  brought	  to	  you	  by	  
Macgregor	  Primary	  School	  P&C	  
	  www.facebook.com/macgregorprimarypandc/ 
or search for Macgregor Primary P&C. 

Next P&C meetings  
Thursday 16 August 6pm 
Thursday 20 September 6pm 
Meetings run from 6-8 pm in the school library.  
All parents, carers  and their children are 
welcome!  
A G-rated movie will be shown to entertain the 
kids while the meeting is on. 
  

Picture products fundraiser ON 
NOW! 
Picture Product Fundraiser is happening now! 
These make awesome gifts and keepsakes! 
All students should have received a note by now. If 
you would like to participate please return your 
drawings and payment to the front office by 
14 August 2018. Payment can also be made in 
Flexischools. 
Extra plate paper and alternate design paper (eg. 
Clock) is available from the front office. If you wish 
to do more than one style please use the extra plate 
drawing paper kept at the front office. 
 
Thanks for your support!  
Tara – Fundraising Coordinator 

Fete news  
Our fete will be from 11-3 on Saturday, October 20. 
Fete donations for each year group are now being 
accepted by your child's teachers. 
Preschool - plant stall 
Kindergarten - cake stall 
Year 1 - tombola /lucky jars 
Year 2 - pet rock stall 
Year 3 - choc toss 
Year 4 - crazy hair stall 
Year 5 - game prizes 
Year 6 - sideshow alley 
LSG - bubble wands & free craft stall 
With your help, we are going to have a fantastic 
day! 

5-cent fundraiser: collect now 
for Term 4 
Which team will bring in the most 5 cent pieces this 
year? Will it be the Juniors again? The Seniors? Or 
will the Teachers win the day?  

Keep on saving! 

Positions vacant 

P&C Council Representative 
For more information about either of these 
positions, please contact 
macgregorprimarypandcsecretary@gmail.com or 
send us a private message via Facebook. 

Our volunteer-run services  
The Uniform Shop usually opens on Monday 
mornings and Friday afternoons. The email 
address uniform@macgregorpandc.org and orders 
through Flexischools are checked through the 
week and classroom deliveries are done on 
Mondays. 

School Banking is on Wednesdays outside the 
library from 8:30 - 9:30. Kirsty Ross is always 
happy to welcome volunteers to assist – just visit 
Kirsty on Wednesday or send a message via 
Facebook.  
Fundraising activities are coordinated by Tara 
Robinson. We always need extra helping hands 
with these activities – send us a Facebook 
message, comment on Facebook posts about the 
events, or email tdrevents@hotmail.com . 



SCHOOLS DAY OUT
SCHOOLS DAY OUT
SCHOOLS DAY OUT

*DOES NOT INCLUDE TICKETEK FEES  **CONDITIONS APPLY

RAIDERS  
VS TIGERS 
SUN 12TH AUG 
2PM KICKOFF

RAIDERS VS  
ROOSTERS 
SUN 19TH AUG 
4.10PM KICKOFF

AND/OR

SCHOOL PRIZES: 
HART SPORT VOUCHERS FOR THE 
SCHOOL WITH THE MOST SALES, 
GET ON BOARD NOW!

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA  
PRE PURCHASE ONLY FROM  
TICKETEK.COM.AU
*ADULTS FROM $21.50, 
JUNIORS FROM $14.00

#BleedGreen

USE PROMO CODE  
MPS18
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