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MACGREGOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 LINKED BY LEARNING… EXPERIENCE, EXPRESSION & EXCELLENCE 

 

Principal: Jennifer Hall 
 

Hirschfeld Cres     PO Box 372  
MACGREGOR ACT 2615   KIPPAX ACT 2615 
   
www.macgregorps.act.edu.au  Phone: 6142 1600 
info@macgregorps.act.edu.au  Fax: 6142 1624 

Dates to Remember 

Friday 31 August Assembly hosted by Kindergarten, 2:20pm Wednesday 5 September Indigenous Literacy Day 

Volume 43, Issue 28 Term 3 Week 6 30 August 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Visit from The Education Directorate Director General 
Last week we had a visit from Natalie Howson, the Education Directorate’s Director General. I took Natalie on a tour of the 
school and shared with her our many achievements. We visited a number of classes and Ms Howson talked to the children 
about their work. It was a real pleasure and we all thoroughly enjoyed the visit. 
 

School Review 
Last week we welcomed the External School Review panel to our school and worked with them for three days. It was a very 
busy but a rewarding time for all of us and on Thursday afternoon we were presented with the panel’s commendations and 
recommendations. The recommendations will inform Macgregor Primary School’s Strategic Plan for the next four years. We 
will share this with you when we receive the final copy from the Australian Council of Educational Research. 
 

Book Week 
We had a wonderful  Book Week assembly and parade yesterday morning. It was fabulous to see all of the children and staff 
dressed up and engaged  in the celebratory activities. Cruella happily rounded up thirty dalmatians and Mr Venables acted 
out, ‘Rodney Loses It’, by Michael Bauer. 
 

W@M Wednesdays 
This term every class on a Wednesday after recess participates in explicit social emotional learning (SEL) lessons at the same 
time in what is known as W@M Wednesdays. This is not an isolated lesson and W@M principles and the BRICK values will 
continue to be integrated into all aspects of our culture and learning. The first 5 weeks of term 3 we have had a whole school 
focus on antibullying workshops. Our data and reports from our students indicate that these workshops have had a positive 
effect and the incidents of negative behaviour has reduced. We will continue to work hard to ensure that Macgregor Primary 
School is a happy a safe place to be! 
 

Calendar 
The calendar will be sent out with the newsletter in even weeks. We are focused on being excellent communicators and from 
today on, new events on the calendar or any changes will be highlighted in red. 
 

Learning Journeys 
Learning Journeys for all classes including Robots and Stars and except 1RB (a letter will be sent to families of 1RB next week) 
are scheduled for Wednesday 19 September from 8:30am until 10:00am. Learning Journeys for Rockets and Comets will be on 
Thursday 20 September at 8:30am until 10:00am. 
 

National Day of Uruguay 
Last Friday we celebrated the National Day of Uruguay. We were honoured to have our special visitors from the Embassy of 
Uruguay including His Excellency Ricardo Varela Fernandez, the Ambassador of the Uruguayan Embassy. During Spanish 
classes the students were inspired to create a piece of art in relation to the National Day of Uruguay. We are truly lucky to be 
involved in this program and to have this fantastic partnership and friendship with the Embassy of Uruguay. The wonderful art 
work is on display in the corridor near the Spanish classroom. If you get a chance please go and have a look. 
 

Tips for parents and carers to support the development of their child’s writing through the primary years 
Please find attached to this newsletter this useful document written by Jo Padgham. It is worth a read as it will help you help 
your child with their writing. 
 
Father’s Day Stall 
Many thanks to Tara and her team of volunteers for setting up a wonderful Father’s Day Stall. Happy Father’s Day to all!  
 
Yours in Education 
 

Jennifer 
Principal 
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3/4CR have been very productive in 
term 3. We began the term 
exploring poetry and sought 
inspiration from the clouds in the 
sky. We observed clouds together  
using all of our senses and 
imagination. We then created our 
own class collaborated poem using 
similes and descriptive language. 
3/4CR then produced their own 
free verse poetry on clouds. 
 
 
 
In maths we have been continuing to explore multiplication and 
division. We have been practising different ways of expressing equal 
groups and completing speed races to improve recall of multiplication 
facts. We have also been investigating repeated subtraction and using a 
number line to solve division problems. 
 
In week 3 we presented our inquiry unit projects which included natural 
disasters, Mystery Island and Geometrocity. 3/4CR presented a class 
collaborated presentation of natural disasters using google slides. It was 
wonderful to see the students take pride with their presentations. 

 
 

 

We have also begun investigating the 
material world as part of our science unit. 
We discussed the properties and uses of 
materials around us before exiting the 
classroom to participate in a material 
treasure hunt, finding and observing 
materials used in the playground. Students 
were surprised to discover that one of the 
retaining walls is made of concrete not wood 
which made for a great discussion point 
during the end of lesson reflection. 
 
Thanks for dropping by - 3/4CR and Mr Ryan 

3/4CR Spotlight on Learning 
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 5GS Spotlight on Learning 

Book week 
 
On Wednesday 29 August we celebrated Book Week! It was a lot of fun seeing all of the students dress up and 
celebrate their favourite book characters. It was interesting hearing the students talk and share their favourite 
characters and stories with their peers. The students celebrated Book Week with a whole school parade. The 
costumes were amazing and a lot of hard work and thought was demonstrated. Well done. It was amazing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.A.S—Science 
This term the unit has combined our PE, Art and Science programs to create a new P.A.S rotation. This has allowed 
the students to experience working with other teachers as well as in other classrooms. The students have really 
taken on the new experience. During Science, the students have been looking at the three states of matter and 
their observable properties.  
The students have been investigating the language needed to understand the different states of matter as well as 
engaging in some experiments to demonstrate the observable properties each state has. Last week we looked at 
the viscosity of liquids. We asked questions such as “why does this liquid sink?” and “why are some liquids thicker 
than others?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Readers Workshop: 
During the last few weeks we have been investigating and exploring types of sentences and how we can use them 
to help us improve and extend our writing. In 5GS, we have studied compound 
sentences and demonstrated how we can use our knowledge of simple 
sentences to extend our writing to using compound sentences. In small groups 
we wrote simple sentences and added known conjunctions using the acronym 
F.A.N.B.O.Y.S to help us turn our simple sentences into compound sentences. It 
was a lot of fun using this hands on activity to help us extend our writing. 
 
Kind Regards 
Georgia Starling 
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s

Robots and Comets Spotlight on Learning 

What a wonderful term we have had at Preschool! We are busy learning about living things and different 
environments. We have a huge nest in our 
classroom—big enough for four pre-schoolers 
and there are many, many eggs waiting to 
hatch. Some of the eggs may be dinosaur eggs! 
We have been very interested in eggs and 
hatching after having the Hatching Chicks 
program at preschool. We watched our tiny 
chicks hatch, grow and become so fluffy. The 
chicks have returned to the farm and we miss 
them greatly. We have been writing letters to 
them to show how much we care. 
 
The Robots and Comets have also been part of 
our wonderful Book Week celebrations! We 
thoroughly enjoyed dressing up and sharing our 
favourite books with the rest of the school. 
 
Kind Regards 
Samantha Grant 
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Book Week Celebrations 
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s

Spotlight on Writing 

Tips for parents and carers to support the development of their child’s writing through the primary 
years 

by Jo Padgham 

ACT Education 

Directorate 

Time 

• Every child loves special time with the significant adults in their lives, so make a regular time in your family routine to 

talk, read and write with your child. 

• Children get better at writing by writing. They need sustained periods of time to engage in the writing process. This is 

true for inside the classroom and at home. Having time to revisit a piece of writing is important so encouraging them 

to write and revisit their writing, sharing it with you will support their development in writing. 

Purpose, Audience and Response 

• When children have a real purpose to write and an audience to write for their engagement and motivation to write 

increases. Talk to your child about who they are writing this piece for and once they know that, it supports them to 

know what needs to be written. 

• Consider relatives and friends for whom a regular email can be exchanged. 

• Have your child write invitations, letters or perhaps a family collection of jokes to share at family gatherings. 

• All writers need a response to their writing so encourage family members to write back to your child or thank them for 

their message or list. 

Choice 

• Choice promotes engagement. Let your child follow their interests and passions through books, magazines, comics, 

websites and what they want to write and how they want to write. 

• Encourage your young child to write lists, messages, cards, signs, letters and emails. 

• t is helpful to expose children to different text genres, authors and fiction and non-fiction as these can provide the 

models for writing when they need to write in that genre. 

Vocabulary 

• Building your child’s oral language and vocabulary is a cornerstone to their success as a literate young person 

equipped to manage the complex language landscape operating in their world today and tomorrow. 

• Read books with rich literary language and talk about the words, have fun with the language and linger over the 

wonderful words, phrases or sentences writers have chosen. These are an ‘author’s gift’ and worth collecting with 

your child. 

• Perhaps your child could have a Writer’s Notebook at home where they collect these ‘author’s gifts’. 

Play 

• Puppets, drama, drawing, poetry and games are all ways to ignite a child’s interest in wanting to write and to build 

their vocabulary and deepen their understanding of characters and stories. All members of the family can act out a 

story and you can make your own puppets too! All this playful use of language supports your child to express 

themselves orally which in turn supports them to express themselves in writing. 

• Enjoy word play with your child as they experiment with words and sentences. 

Space and Materials 

• Provide a writing desk/space with different things to write with. Allow children to decorate and organise this space to 

make it special. Put an alphabet chart in the space and for older children a dictionary. 
• Provide materials like paper (lined and unlined), staplers, card, sticky notes, forms. Provide different pens, textas, 

pencils and calligraphy pens. 
• Provide your child a journal or a diary. 
• Teach your child to use the home computer and devices including some of the writing apps for tablets such as Book 

Creator, Story Buddy 2, OSnap!, Pages, Balloon Stickies. Check in with your child’s teacher about apps used at school. 
• Older children who use chromebooks at school and have that platform available at home can continue 

writing their in-class texts at home. Support them by also knowing how Google Apps for Education (GAFE) 
work. Talk with your child’s teacher about this. 
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s

Spotlight on Writing 

Tips for parents and carers to support the development of their child’s writing through the primary 
years 

by Jo Padgham 

ACT Education 

Directorate 

Model 
• Parents and carers are the most significant adults in a child’s life. Model reading and writing and curiosity 

about language at every opportunity. 
• Read aloud to your child well into their teens. Having a novel that is especially selected for shared parent/

child reading can keep you connected to your teenager and be an ideal way to discuss themes and 
sophisticated vocabulary. They can then use these themes and vocabulary or structures in their writing. 
They might not tell their friends you read to them, but they will love it! 

• Show your child the writing you do and explain how it can be complex and sometimes difficult for you too. 
Show them the steps you go through when writing. 

Feedback, Editing and Proof reading 
• Focus on meaning first. Having your child read their writing aloud to themselves supports them to hear the 

meaning coming through and they can more easily locate where there may be text structure confusions. 
Encourage them to read it at a slow to medium pace, not rushing so they can focus on the meaning. 
Reading into a voice recorder type app is a useful way to do this and they can play it back while silently 
reading the text as they listen to their own voice reading it. This really supports them to add the 
appropriate punctuation (full stops, capital letters, question marks, commas) as well as checking for making 
sense and that the meaning is clear. 

• Once your child is satisfied with the meaning of the text, that it makes sense and is now easy to read, some 
other editing and proof reading can be done. 

• It is important not to overwhelm your child with too much to change or ‘fix’. Having them work confidently 
on the correct spelling of 3-5 words can be more beneficial than attending to every error. 

• Asking questions like: 
o    Do you think your message suits your audience?  Does it suit the purpose? 
o    Is there a part of your writing you want to bump up (improve)? 
o    What could you do to bump it up? (e.g. word choice, sentence structure, moving parts of the text 

around, going into more depth with a description, adding a stronger or more interesting/
appropriate beginning or ending etc.) 

• Other proof reading prompts could be: 
o    Can you see any words that might be misspelt? Underline them. Discuss what makes them think 

the identified word is misspelt. 
o    If your child is having difficulty locating the errors, use the prompt: There is a mistake on that line. 

Can you find it? Best not to cross out words. Write the correct spelling above or below the word. 
o    That’s one way to write the word, but is there another way? (e.g. write/right) 
o    How else can that sound be represented? 
o    You’ve got the first part (last part) right. 
o    How can you check the word? 
o    Which letters do you think are missing? 

• Support your child with writing on computers and devices by understanding the various editing and proof 
reading functions so you can support them when they write at home. 

Celebrate 
• Celebrate all writing and meaning making efforts from your child. Writing is a complex, life long process and 

it is an important way for your child to communicate their thinking. Work with your child at any age to 
make writing a positive experience. They will want to keep writing when their efforts are celebrated. 
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Term 3 Calendar 2018 – Highlighted font is a new event 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
23 July 
 

24 July 
 

25 July 26 July 
 

27 July 
✓Aladdin bilingual puppet show 10:20-
K-2, 12:15-3-6 

Wk 2 

30 July 
✓NAIDOC Celebration - 
Larry Brady 10-11am 
✓Book club catalogues go 
home 

31 July 
✓NAIDOC rotations 
 

1 August 
✓Hats on day 
✓Parent Teacher Interviews 
5DN, 3/4SX, Stars & Rockets 

2 August 
 

3 August 
✓Choir Limelight 
rehearsal 
✓ICAS English 
 

4 August 
ATSIC 
Children’s 
Day 

Wk 3 

6 August 
✓Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
✓Book club closes 
✓Chinese students arrive 
✓Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

7 August 
✓Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
✓Welcome assembly for 
students from Wuhan China 
✓Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

8 August 
✓Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
✓Yr 3/4 Exhibition 
✓Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

9 August 
✓Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
✓Yr 1 @ Botanic Gardens 
✓Chinese & homestay 
students @ National 
Museum 
✓Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

10 August 
✓Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
✓Assembly hosted by Year 1 with 
performances by our Macgregor 
Musicians 
✓Chicken hatching @ Preschool 
✓Science Fair excursion Yr 3/4 

Wk 4 

13 August 
✓First Aid in Schools 
✓Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

14 August 
✓Dental Hygienist visits Yr 2 
9:30am 
✓First Aid in Schools 
✓ICAS Maths 
✓Chinese & homestay 
students @ Parliament House 
& Questacon 
✓Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

15 August 
✓First Aid in Schools 
✓Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

16 August 
✓P&C Meeting 6pm 
✓Farewell assembly – 
Chinese students 9:15am 
year 5 building 
✓’Treasure Hunt’ 
performance K-6 
✓Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

17 August 
✓Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

Wk 5 

20 August 
✓Year 5 combined band at 
Evatt PS 

21 August 
 

22 August 
 

23 August 
 

24 August 
✓’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 9:15 
✓Uruguay National Day celebration & 
assembly 2:15pm 
 

Wk 6 

27 August 
✓Book Week 

28 August 
✓Father’s Day stalls 
✓Step into the Limelight 
rehearsal 9:30am-11:30am 
✓Belconnen Athletics 
Carnival 
✓Book Week 

29 August 
✓Book Week - dress up as 
your favourite book 
character and the parade will 
be at 9:15am 
✓Rugby League School Girls 
Challenge 8:45-2pm 

30 August 
✓Father’s Day stalls 
✓Step into the 
Limelight dress 
rehearsal 9:30am-
2:30pm & 
performance at 
6:00pm-9:45pm at AIS 
Arena 
✓Book Week 

31 August 
✓Assembly 2:20pm hosted by 
Kindergarten with performances by 
our Macgregor Musicians 
✓Step into the Limelight, Moana 
Dancers only 6:00pm-9:45pm AIS 
Arena 
✓Book Week 

Wk 7 
3 September 
 

4 September 
 

5 September 
✓El dia de los libros 
✓Indigenous Literacy Day 

6 September 
 

7 September 

Wk 8 

10 September 
 

11 September 
✓School Board meeting 
5:00pm 

12 September 
✓Variety Performance 
Show. 12:00pm 
✓Liftoff STEADY 
workshop for year 4 
students and parents, 
4:00pm-7:00pm 

13 September 
✓Tango Capital 
Workshop Yrs 3-6 

14 September 
 

Wk 9 

17 September 
 
 
 
 

18 September 
✓ ACT Athletics 
Carnival 

19 September 
✓Learning Journeys 
Kindergarten- year 6 & 
Robots & Stars from 
8:30am – 10:00am 
 

20 September 
✓P&C Meeting 6pm 
✓Kenny Koala visits 
Kindergarten 
✓Learning Journeys 
for Rockets & 
Comets 8:30am-
10:00am 

21 Sept 
✓’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15 
✓Assembly 2:20pm hosted by 
Year 5 with performances by 
our Macgregor Musicians 
✓Kenny Koala visits Yr 1 

Wk 10 

24 September 
✓Yr 5 Camp leave 
6:30am 
 

25 September 
✓ Yr 5 Camp 

26 September 
✓3/4 Camp leave 7:30am 
✓Yr 5 Camp return 
6:00pm 

27 September 
✓3/4 Camp 
✓Rockets & Comets 
excursion to 
‘Josephine Wants to 
Dance’ 

28 September 
✓3/4 Camp return 3:30pm 

 



 

Week 6 Term 3 2018 
 

Proudly brought to you by 
Macgregor Primary School P&C 

 www.facebook.com/macgregorprimarypandc/ 

or search for Macgregor Primary P&C. 

Next P&C meeting  
Thursday 20 September 6pm 

Meetings run from 6-8 pm in the school library.  

All parents, carers  and their children are 
welcome!  

A G-rated movie will be shown to entertain the 
kids while the meeting is on. 

  

Volunteers needed 

To help with the smooth running of the fete, we are 
asking for volunteers. If you can help out throughout 
the day, please email tdrevents@hotmail.com or 
contact the P &C Facebook page. 
 

Thanks for your support!  

Tara – Fundraising Coordinator 

Fete news  

Our fete will be from 11-3 on Saturday, October 20. 

Fete donations for each year group are now being 
accepted by your child's teachers and we also have 
a collection box in the front foyer. 

Preschool - plant stall 
Kindergarten - cake stall 
Year 1 - tombola /lucky jars 
Year 2 - pet rock stall 
Year 3 - choc toss 
Year 4 - crazy hair stall 
Year 5 - game prizes 
Year 6 - sideshow alley 
LSG - bubble wands & free craft stall 

With your help, we are going to have a fantastic 
day! 

5-cent fundraiser: collect now 
for Term 4 

Which team will bring in the most 5 cent pieces this 
year? Will it be the Juniors again? The Seniors? Or 
will the Teachers win the day?  

Keep on saving! 

Your thoughts are  
valued to us….. 
If you have any ideas on how we can support 
your kids or would like to share any expertise, 
drop us a line on the Macgregor P&C facebook 
page. We would love to hear from you! 
 

Our volunteer-run services  

The Uniform Shop usually opens on Monday 
mornings and Friday afternoons. The email address 
uniform@macgregorpandc.org and orders through 
Flexischools are checked through the week and 
classroom deliveries are done on Mondays. 

School Banking is on Wednesdays outside the 
library from 8:30 - 9:30. Kirsty Ross is always happy 
to welcome volunteers to assist – just visit Kirsty on 
Wednesday or send a message via Facebook.  

Fundraising activities are coordinated by Tara 
Robinson. We always need extra helping hands with 
these activities – send us a Facebook message, 
comment on Facebook posts about the events, or 
email tdrevents@hotmail.com . 

http://www.facebook.com/macgregorprimarypandc/
mailto:tdrevents@hotmail.com
mailto:uniform@macgregorpandc.org
https://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/macgregorprimarypandc/
http://www.facebook.com/macgregorprimarypandc/
mailto:tdrevents@hotmail.com
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