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MACGREGOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 LINKED BY LEARNING… EXPERIENCE, EXPRESSION & EXCELLENCE 

 

Principal: Jennifer Hall 
 

Hirschfeld Cres     PO Box 372  
MACGREGOR ACT 2615   KIPPAX ACT 2615 
   
www.macgregorps.act.edu.au  Phone: 6142 1600 
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Dates to Remember 

Friday 6 July Last day of term 2 Friday 27 July Aladdin and the Magic Lamp puppet show, k-6 

Monday 23 July First day of term 3 Tuesday 31 July ICAS English 

Volume 43, Issue 25  Term 2 Week  10 5 July 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 

Macgregor’s Communication Strategy 
The Macgregor Primary School Communication Strategy has been the result of extensive consultation with parents, 
carers, teachers and students. Thank you to everyone who have worked with us throughout this process, providing 
advice and suggestions, in particular, Alexander Hunter for her suggestion to create the strategy and  Christine 
Trull, our Arts Specialist for her coordination of the strategy.  Thank you to our School Board for their valuable input 
and our P and C Association. Please see the document attached to this email. 
 

W@M  and BRICK 
Next term every class will be teaching their social emotional learning lessons at the same time in what will be known 
as W@M Wednesdays. The wellbeing team at Macgregor analyses behavioural data from the whole school so that 
the teaching in this area can be directly targeted at the needs of the students and cohorts. In term 3 the whole 
school focus of these lessons will be about providing a clear message around respect and anti-bullying workshops. 
W@M Wednesdays will also be an opportunity for every teacher to acknowledge and collate W@M points that will 
earn students their W@M bands. This is not an isolated lesson and W@M  principles and the BRICK values will 
continue to be integrated into all aspects of our culture. Please also note that the school is taking direct action 
against bullying and/or violent behaviour and all incidents are taken very seriously. This message will continue to be 
delivered to students throughout the year. 
 

El dia de los libros 
On Tuesday we held our traditional reading of Spanish books to all classes from preschool to year six in the library. 
As usual the Embassy of Uruguay provided a group of fantastic volunteers to read to our children. Thank you Ms 
Charles for your coordination and support for this great learning opportunity. 
 

Study Tour from Wuhan, China 
We are very excited about our Study Tour from Wuhan in China. Eight students and two adults will be coming to 
Macgregor on the 6 August until the 16 August. We are currently asking families of children in years five and six if 
they are interested in being a Homestay family for this period of time and they will receive a letter about this 
tomorrow. 
 

Farewell 
Our Kindergarten teacher Ms Nicole Terry will be leaving us this term and we all wish her the very best and thank 
her for being a wonderful and caring teacher. Ms Brooke Estreich (known as Mrs MJ) will be the teacher for the rest 
of the year and she has been working with Ms Terry over the last few weeks. Thank you Brooke. 
 

Lift Off! 
It is time for conversation # 2. It is called an Appreciation conversation. 
Last fortnight we gave details of the listening activity in the newsletter. Today we are sending home the postcards 
with details of conversations one and two. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the strengths of your family. It 
teaches us to see the positive in each and helps us feel good about ourselves. This is a fun family activity to do with 
your family. It will be further enhanced by the ‘talking stick’ that your child will bring home this week. 
If you would like to find out how your family is going with providing a healthy emotional environment for 
your children, participate in the Aussie Family Checkin - www.aussiecheckin.com 

It’s a simple online survey that will only take 7 minutes to complete. 

Wishing all of you a happy and safe break. We look forward to continuing our journey of improvement in working 
successfully with our families and children next term. 

Best wishes 

Jennifer 
Principal 
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Hello from 2HA, 
 
We have been working extremely hard this term in all areas of our 
learning. 
 
Our writing focus has been on non-fiction texts, including explanations and 
information reports. We have been writing to meet our success criteria to 
improve our writing. Our big achievement this term has been to establish 
routines for self-checking and editing our work. We have identified those 
areas of our writing that we can improve. We are also very excited to use 

the chrome books to enhance our writing. 
 
In maths lessons we have been working on fractions, time and statistics, as well as 
keeping up with strategies for addition and subtraction. A big part of this has been the 
introduction of a maths talk every day during one of our eating times. We have an open-
ended problem to get us started. Discussing and using different mental strategies to  
work out an answer. There are numerous possible 
answers so we can all think of a different one. It is helping 
to build our confidence and our flexibility with numbers.  
 

Our science unit is all about living things and how they change and grow over time. 
We investigated how we have changed since we were babies and conducted an 
investigation into how the growth of plants is different in a light and dark 
environment. We have also been observing the growth of meal worms over the 

whole of this term and have been excited to see how 
they have changed. We saw them shed their exoskeletons several times and then 
pupate. We made labelled drawings to show these changes. A mealworm is the larval 
stage of an insect. They hatch from an egg, we didn't know what type of insect or what it 
would look like in its adult stage. We made predictions and then waited patiently until 
finally, this week they have started to emerge from their pupae. Everyone was surprised 
and delighted to discover that the adult is a beetle called the Darkling Beetle. It was 
amazing to see this metamorphosis! 
 
We have loved learning coding this semester using 
Code.org on Chromebooks and Scratch Jnr on iPads. We 
are developing our understanding of programming 
concepts and our problem solving skills. 
 
Finally, we were incredibly lucky to have Peter Finegan 
join all of the Year 2 classes last week as part of our 
Geography unit. He helped us create artworks using 
Aboriginal symbols and art techniques. We loved 
learning about animal tracks and representing these in our own art works. 

 
We are looking forward to Term 3. Have a safe and happy holiday break. 
 
Ms Hodge, Ms Ilse and 2HA 

2HA Spotlight on Learning 
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What a fantastic term KGY has had … well done everyone! 
 
During Literacy in the last few weeks we have been enjoying 
activities related to the book The Paperbag Princess. Last Tuesday 
morning Thomas’s mum Angie came in to read the text in 
Mandarin while I read it in English. KLO joined us for this reading 
and our audience was engaged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been learning about chickens. Mrs Pearce kindly sent us pictures of her pink chicken coop and her 
chickens to help our learning. We are continuing to practise counting to and from 20 and have also been focusing 
on learning ordinal numbers up to tenth. We counted Mrs Pearce’s chickens and where able to work out which 
one was the first in the picture and which one was the fifth.  
 
 

 
In science we have been learning about materials and what items are made of. 
Last week we gathered recycled items and objects to make something that can 
hang inside or outside. Windchimes were very popular and each student 
collected their own stick from the school grounds, painted it and then hung 
keys and an old cd to make their windchime. Some students wanted them hung 
in the classroom and others wanted to take them home immediately. Several 
students also designed and made their own bird feeder from recycled items. 
When anyone used paper items a discussion about whether it would hold water 
or not ensued. The general consensus was that the water would make the 
paper or cardboard soggy. 
 
I wish you all a restful and safe holiday break. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regards 
 
Mrs Yates 

KGY Spotlight on Learning 
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Sporting Success  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Deon Norval and I feel honoured to be teaching as a 
member of the year five team. I have found 5DN to be an awesome class. 
 
As semester one is coming to an end we are looking forward to Term 3. Term 3 will offer endless opportunities for 
continued learning. My class has settled in well this term and applied themselves to their learning diligently. The 
students in 5DN have been working on increasing their responsibility in our classroom space. 
 
We have continued our daily reading focus which includes practising our strategies and reading in groups. The 
students’ fluency and expression has really improved this term. Our class novel was Hating Alison Ashleigh which 
the students enjoyed immensely . We are currently focusing on exploring how authors make a story interesting by 
describing what characters are thinking and feeling instead of simply stating an emotion. We call this activity 
‘Show, Don’t Tell.’ 
 
In maths this term year 5 students have been improving mental computation. We have been doing this through 
Ninja Maths and TopMarks.com, a website that provides a fun and interactive way of practising mental 
computation. Also, we have been learning and practising addition and subtraction strategies to help us calculate 
larger numbers. In art we explored pixel art which integrated with our maths unit on area and perimeter.  
 
During health lessons, we have been discussing the changes and transitions associated with growing up and, more 
specifically, puberty. We have discussed identities, developmental changes, and resources and strategies to 
manage change. Be sure to look out for the collage your child has created exploring who they think they will 
become. 
 
During PE students are given the opportunity to work with peers from the other year 5 classes. Two of many 
focuses were ‘sportsmanship’ and ‘be a team member’. 
 
I would like to thank all the students and their parents for a successful 

second term. We are excited about our program and the learning and 

leadership opportunities that will be offered to the students during the rest 

of the year. 

 
Enjoy your holiday break and I look forward to working with you all next 
term. 
Deon Norval  

5DN Spotlight on Learning 

Triana, Hayden and Jesse represented Macgregor Primary at the 12 & under school sport hockey day for 
Belconnen. Triana and the girls team had a great day remaining undefeated, beating North Gungahlin 3-0 in the 
final.  
 
Jesse and Hayden both played well for the boys team making it to the 
final, coming second against North Gungahlin 1-0.  
Jesse has also been selected as part of the ACT school sport team heading 
to Newcastle in August for the championships. Hayden will be training 
with them as a shadow player.  
 
Congratulations Triana, Hayden and Jesse, what an awesome 
achievement! 
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s  

Please ensure the school has your up to date 
contact details, including your family’s current 
email address and mobile phone number. You can 
update them by contacting the front office on 
61421600 or email info@macgregorps.act.edu.au 

ALLERGY AWARENESS AT MACGREGOR PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

We aim to be ‘allergy friendly’ as we have several students and 
staff who are highly allergic to nuts. 
You can assist by avoiding nut products in your child’s school 
food. 

School Administration 

Sentral is the new School Administration System (SAS) for all ACT Government Schools. The introduction of Sentral 
will progressively introduce 8 modules which include, Administration, Finance, Assessing, Attendance, 
Communication, Learning, Scheduling and Wellbeing. 
 
From Tuesday 3 July we commenced testing the new SMS component system of SAS for the notification of 
student absences.  Parents of students who are absent and have not notified the school (prior to the SMS) on that 
day will receive a message. The SMS will invite you to reply to the SMS to inform the school of your child’s 
absence. 
 
At the commencement of term 3 this SMS will occur daily between 9:30-10:00am. 
 

Please see below an excerpt from the attendance policy of the Education Directorate. 
 
4.3 Child of compulsory education age – school attendance requirement and school absence 
 
4.3.1 Parents are responsible for notifying the school of their child’s absence. Each school will promote 

acceptable ways of notification. Parents do not have to meet the school attendance requirement on a 
particular day if they have a reasonable excuse for the child not attending school on that day. 

 
4.3.2 Examples of a ‘reasonable excuse’ for a child’s absence may include: 

illness, including recovery from major illness, injury or medical condition 
medical or dental treatment 
bereavement  
religious or cultural observation 
sanctioned extended absence in relation to children of travelling families  
attendance at court or other legal hearings or meetings associated with hearings 
participation in sanctioned debates, sports, musical or theatrical productions not directly arranged by the 

school, or 
participation in interstate, national, or international academic or sporting event or equivalent.  
 

4.3.3 Principals are required to follow-up unexplained absences. When unexplained absences reach a maximum 
of seven days in a school year, principals will commence official procedures to ensure that students meet 
the school attendance requirement, in consultation with their School Network Leader. Partial day 
unexplained absences will be counted as one day. 

 
4.3.4 Extended absence beyond a five week period requires an Exemption Certificate. An Exemption Certificate 

is not required for a graduated return to school or part-time attendance that spans a period of less than 
five weeks. For further information about Exemption Certificates refer to the Directorate’s Exemption 
Certificate procedure available on the website: http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/
policy_a-z. 

 
4.3.5 Failure to comply with the school attendance requirement may lead to the Director-General issuing a 

Compliance Notice. Failure to comply with a Compliance Notice is an offence for which parents may be 
prosecuted. Information about Compliance Notices is available in the Non-compliance procedure on the 
Directorate’s website: http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z. 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z
http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z
http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z


Because of Her, We Can...!

FREE FAMILY FESTIVAL
> open photographic exhibition
> face painting and fun for kids
> live music and dance performances
> drop-in art & craft workshops for all ages
> food stalls, a bonfire, free hot damper and more!

  
belconnenartscentre.com.au/naidoc

NAIDOC
in the

NORTH

11:00AM – 3:00PM
SATURDAY 14 JULY 2018
Kingsford Smith School, 
Holt (via Hardwick Cres)
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Term 3 Calendar 2018 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
23 July 
 

24 July 
 

25 July 26 July 
 

27 July 
Aladdin bilingual 
puppet show  
10:20-K-2, 12:15-3-6 

Wk 2 

30 July 
NAIDOC Celebration 
- Larry Brady 10-11am 
Book club 
catalogues go home 

31 July 
ICAS English 
NAIDOC rotations 
 

1 August 
Hats on day 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 5DN, 3/4SX, 
Stars & Rockets 

2 August 
 

3 August 4 August 
ATSIC 
Children’s 
Day 

Wk 3 

6 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Book club closes 
Chinese students 
arrive 

7 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Welcome assembly 
for students from 
Wuhan China 

8 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
 

9 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 1 @ Botanic 
Gardens 
Chinese & homestay 
students @ Tidbinbilla 

10 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Assembly hosted by 
Year 1 

Wk 4 

13 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Book Week 

14 August 
Dental Hygienist 
visits Yr 2 9:30am 
First Aid in Schools 
ICAS Maths 
Book Week 
 Chinese & 
homestay students @ 
Parliament House & 
Questacon 

15 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Book Week 

16 August 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Farewell assembly – 
Chinese students 
9:00am (COLA) 
’Treasure Hunt’ 
performance K-6 
Book Week 

17 August 
Book Week 
 

Wk 5 

20 August 
Kenny Koala visits 
Kindergarten 

21 August 
Kenny Koala visits Yr 
1 

22 August 
 

23 August 
 
 

24 August 
’Coffee & Chat’ with 
Jennifer 9:15 
Uruguay National Day 
celebration 

Wk 6 

27 August 
 

28 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight tech 
rehearsal 
Belconnen Athletics 
Carnival 

29 August 
 Father’s Day stalls 
 

30 August 
 Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight dress 
rehearsal 

31 August 
Assembly hosted by 
Kindergarten  
Step into the Limelight 

Wk 7 
3 September 
 

4 September 
 

5 September 
El dia de los libros 
Indigenous Literacy 
Day 

6 September 
 

7 September 

Wk 8 
10 September 
 

11 September 
 

12 September 
Variety Performance 
Show 

13 September 
Tango Capital 
Workshop Yrs 3-6 

14 September 
 

Wk 9 

17 September 
 
 
 
 

18 September 
 ACT Athletics 
Carnival 

19 September 
 
 

20 September 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
 

21 Sept 
’Coffee & Chat’ with 
Jennifer 9:15 
Assembly hosted by 
Year 5 

Wk 10 
24 September 
Yr 5 Camp 
 

25 September 
 Yr 5 Camp 

26 September 
3/4 Camp 
Yr 5 Camp 

27 September 
3/4 Camp 
 

28 September 
3/4 Camp 
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