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Dates to Remember 

Wednesday 19 September Learning Journeys, K-6 , Robots & Stars,  
8:30am-10:00am 

Thursday 20 September Learning Journeys Rockets & Comets, 8:30-
10:00am 

Volume 43, Issue 29  Term 3 Week 8 13 September2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this newsletter we will be having a deputy principal report. Sadly, our Principal, Jennifer Hall has been absent 
this week due to illness. I'm sure Jennifer will be back with us next week fit and well. 
 
Learning Journeys  
Classes have been extremely busy this week and it has been wonderful to visit all areas of the school to see our 
enthusiastic students engaged in their learning. I love witnessing the excitement of learning when I visit a class and 
it is the part of my job that brings the most joy. I am especially excited to share that experience with our parents 
and carers next week at our Learning Journey morning. For those parents and carers new to our school, a learning 
journey is an important opportunity for our children to explain their learning to the people that matter most to 
them; their families. From 8:30am to 10:00am on Wednesday 19 September all classrooms will be open to allow 
our students to show how much they have learnt this term to their parents, carers and significant family members. 
We hope you can all attend!  
 
Learning Potential 
As you’ll see when you attend the learning journey morning, learning is a partnership of three – between the 
student, their teacher and most importantly the parent and/or carer at home. We believe we have strong 
relationships in all areas. The most frequent question we have from our families is how they can best support the 
learning that happens outside of school. Thankfully, as the new phrase goes, there’s an app for that! The 
Australian Federal Government launched an app a couple of years ago with great advice for parents and interested 
family members around the learning needs of your child and what can be done to be more productively involved 
in their learning. The app continues to be updated and if you haven’t had the chance to have a look, it might be 
time to do so. The app can be downloaded from both the Apple App Store and the Google Play store. For more 
information please follow the link below: http://learningpotential.gov.au/ 
We know that every bit of information helps, and that true learning success comes from having all the information 
you need to make the right decisions around your child’s learning. We hope this app helps and becomes another 
tool that helps you make the best decisions to support your child. 
 

W@M 
This term every class on a Wednesday after recess participates in explicit social emotional learning (SEL) lessons at 
the same time in what is known as W@M Wednesdays. This is not an isolated lesson and W@M principles and the 
BRICK values will continue to be integrated into all aspects of our culture and learning. The first 5 weeks of term 3 
we have had a successful whole school focus on antibullying workshops. Our data and reports from our students 
indicate that these workshops have had a positive effect and the incidents of negative behaviour has reduced. Our 
next area of focus will be on using ‘Respectful Language’ to all and especially refraining from using words that 
people may find offensive. We will continue to work hard to ensure that Macgregor Primary School is a happy a 
safe place to be! 
 

Kind Regards 

Paul van Campenhout 
Deputy Principal 

http://learningpotential.gov.au/
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3/4 EB has been busy learning about a wide range of things this term. In writing, we have been focussing on 
poetry. We started by going outside and brainstorming about clouds. We came back inside and wrote a lovely 
poem together before going off and writing our own to feature on our walls. 
 
During Inquiry we are focussing on The First Fleet. We brainstormed many interesting questions for our Inquiry 
wall and talked about what we already know. We talked about what the convicts got in trouble for, what their life 
was like and what it was like on their voyage to Australia. We wrote poems and journal entries about their 
experience and created charcoal artworks of a ship from The First Fleet. We also read a wide range of books 
about The First Fleet from both British and Indigenous Australian perspectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Together in geography, we learnt about Australia’s neighbours, New Zealand, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, 
Solomon Islands, East Timor, Indonesia and New Caledonia. We researched these together and individually, 
finding out about the similarities and differences to Australia. The students loved learning about the different 
cultures! 
 
In maths, the students are learning their times tables. We have been focussing on strategies to help us and using 
different activities and games to enhance our recall. We have now moved onto division and fractions and are 
enjoying transferring our knowledge of multiplication to the process. 
 
Finally, in science we are discovering the properties of different materials. The students are learning what 
different objects are made from and why. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3\4 EB and Mr. Bassanelli 

 3/4EB Spotlight on Learning 
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KBE Spotlight on Learning 

Inquiry 
During our Inquiry unit ‘Staying Alive’, KBE have been 
investigating what Humans, Plants and Animals need to survive. 
Each week we research new animals to discover information 
about their habitat, behaviour, diet, and appearance. We then 
use this information in our writing.  
We extended our learning even further by planting bean seeds. 
We observe the growth of our beans each day and record the 
progress in our bean diaries. 
 
STEM 

We had so much 
fun during 
technology, learning 
all about the Bee 
Botts. They are a 
small robot shaped 
like a bee. We used 
them to help us spell our sight words on an alphabet mat 
by programming them to move in different directions and 
find the correct letters. 
 
In KBE we like to incorporate STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) into all areas of the curriculum! 
 
 
 

 
Assembly 
We had a great time at our assembly 
singing our song “Staying Alive” about our 
fish. Thanks to all our family members who 
joined us. We are very proud of our 
performance! 
 
Learning Journey 
We are looking forward to our Learning 
Journey next week on Wednesday the 19th 
of September from 8:30am-10:00am. We 
hope to see you there! 
 
Warm regards, 
Brooke Estreich  
(Mrs MJ) 
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s

2ER Spotlight on Learning 

Hi everyone 
 

In 2ER we think Roald Dahl is a pretty fantastic author. We LOVE his books. This is why he has been the 
focus of our novel studies. During our novel studies we have been looking at Roald Dahl books such as 
The Magic Finger, Fantastic Mr Fox and The Twits. We have investigated the characters, front covers, 
authors intentions, setting and so much more. It links in perfectly with our learning about narratives and 
writing to describe. We have also been revisiting our reading strategies of activating prior knowledge, 
making connections and predicting to help us become better readers. Here are a few pictures of some of 
the fun activities we have completed as part of this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In maths we have been working very hard learning how to group using multiplication and division. We 
have also been working on our maths mentals and we are getting a lot quicker at solving addition and 
subtraction questions in our heads. 
 
In science we have loved learning about push and pull forces especially when we get to play with the 
water. Which is very lucky because we are now moving onto waters works and learning about where 
water comes from, how we can help the planet by saving water and all about the water cycle. 
 
In geography we have been learning about Australia, its states and capital cities as well as the 
connections we have to the rest of the world. We are super excited to share all of our learning with you 
at our Learning Journey next Wednesday. We have lots of fun activities to show you as well. 
 
Kind Regard's 
Miss Robertson and 2ER 
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F a m i l y  C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s

Spotlight on Sporting Success  

Interesting Places to Read 
During our celebration of Book Week, we set a challenge for our community to 
send in photos of themselves reading in interesting places. Paige certainly 
found an interesting place to read her book ‘Wonder’ by R.J.Palacio.  
 
If you have any photos of your child ‘reading in an interesting place’ that you 
would like to send in, email them to info@macgregorps.act.edu.au 
 
We would still like to see all the interesting places there are to read. 
 
Regards 
Jo Pearce 

 Eireann Wood attended the Tuggeranong Zone Athlectics Carnival on Tuesday 5 September at the Woden track. She 
had a hugely successful day posting 5 x P.B.s in her chosen events of 100m and 200m, Shot Put, Discus and Long Jump. 
Chris Timpson was instrumental in making her day smooth and happy, Eireann and her family are indebted to him and 
his passion for Para Athletes. Well done and congratulations Eireann! 

 

 Congratulations Cody Blackman-Allen, Kingswim Macgregor Graduate 2018. Cody has been swimming at Kingswim for 
2 years! As a Graduate, Cody can swim 1000m of continuous Freestyle, is competent in all four strokes, has completed 
the Kingswim Swim and Survive components and thus has graduated from the Kingswim’s Swim like a Fish program. 
Congratulations Cody you are now skilled for life! 

Good food provision in schools leads to healthier children with improved concentration and learning attainment. 
Children should enjoy food and drinks that make them healthier and more successful. 
 

Eating a healthy variety of food at school is important. By giving children an understanding at an early stage, we're 
really hoping to form some baseline habits which will lead them throughout their lives. 
 
When packing a healthy lunchbox, make sure you include a go food, a grow food and a glow food.  
GO foods include the bread and cereals food groups, GO foods contain carbohydrates that provide energy to walk, 
run, dance, play and help with concentration at school. 
GROW foods include the meat, meat alternatives and dairy foods, GROW foods have protein to grow strong 
bones and muscles, calcium for strong teeth and bones and iron for strong blood. 
GLOW foods include fruits and vegetables, GLOW foods contain vitamins and minerals for glowing skin, shiny hair, 
strong nails and to fight sickness. 
 
The simplest way to limit unhealthy snacks is to not buy them. Try stocking the pantry, fruit bowl and fridge with 
healthy snacks and include them in the lunchbox. 
The choices you make are crucial in helping your children to develop healthy eating habits. This might mean 
changing what you buy at the supermarket and what snacks you serve. Encourage your children to make healthy 
choices about food. This can include verbal prompts and preparing healthy snacks and meals. 
Avoid using unhealthy foods as ‘treats’ for children’s good behaviour as this is likely to have a training effect and 
increase the appeal of such foods. Making healthier choices doesn’t mean you can’t reward or treat children. 
Come up with some fun, ‘active’ rewards that aren’t food related, such as going for a bike ride with mum or dad 
or a morning at the swimming pool. Children do what they see, so it is crucial to demonstrate healthy behaviours. 
This can be as simple as eating together as a family, involving children in choosing and preparing healthy meals 
and spending time together being physically active. 
 
Jo Pearce 
Executive teacher 

Healthy Lunchbox Tips 
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Term 3 Calendar 2018 – Highlighted font is a new event 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
23 July 
 

24 July 
 

25 July 26 July 
 

27 July 
Aladdin bilingual puppet show 10:20-
K-2, 12:15-3-6 

Wk 2 
30 July 
NAIDOC Celebration - 
Larry Brady 10-11am 
Book club catalogues go 
home 

31 July 
NAIDOC rotations 
 

1 August 
Hats on day 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
5DN, 3/4SX, Stars & Rockets 

2 August 
 

3 August 
Choir Limelight 
rehearsal 
ICAS English 
 

4 August 
ATSIC 
Children’s 
Day 

Wk 3 

6 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Book club closes 
Chinese students arrive 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

7 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Welcome assembly for 
students from Wuhan China 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

8 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 3/4 Exhibition 
Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

9 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Yr 1 @ Botanic Gardens 
Chinese & homestay 
students @ National 
Museum 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

10 August 
Yr 2 @ Aquasafe 
Assembly hosted by Year 1 with 
performances by our Macgregor 
Musicians 
Chicken hatching @ Preschool 
Science Fair excursion Yr 3/4 

Wk 4 

13 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

14 August 
Dental Hygienist visits Yr 2 
9:30am 
First Aid in Schools 
ICAS Maths 
Chinese & homestay 
students @ Parliament House 
& Questacon 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

15 August 
First Aid in Schools 
Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

16 August 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Farewell assembly – 
Chinese students 9:15am 
year 5 building 
’Treasure Hunt’ 
performance K-6 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

17 August 
Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

Wk 5 
20 August 
Year 5 combined band at 
Evatt PS 

21 August 
 

22 August 
 

23 August 
 

24 August 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 9:15 
Uruguay National Day celebration & 
assembly 2:15pm 
 

Wk 6 

27 August 
Book Week 

28 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the Limelight 
rehearsal 9:30am-11:30am 
Belconnen Athletics 
Carnival 
Book Week 

29 August 
Book Week - dress up as 
your favourite book 
character and the parade will 
be at 9:15am 
Rugby League School Girls 
Challenge 8:45-2pm 

30 August 
Father’s Day stalls 
Step into the 
Limelight dress 
rehearsal 9:30am-
2:30pm & 
performance at 
6:00pm-9:45pm at AIS 
Arena 
Book Week 

31 August 
Assembly 2:20pm hosted by 
Kindergarten with performances by 
our Macgregor Musicians 
Step into the Limelight, Moana 
Dancers only 6:00pm-9:45pm AIS 
Arena 
Book Week 

Wk 7 
3 September 
 

4 September 
 

5 September 
El dia de los libros 
Indigenous Literacy Day 

6 September 
 

7 September 

Wk 8 

10 September 
 

11 September 
School Board meeting 
5:00pm 

12 September 
Variety Performance 
Show. 12:00pm 
Liftoff STEADY 
workshop for year 4 
students and parents, 
4:00pm-7:00pm 

13 September 
Tango Capital 
Workshop Yrs 3-6 

14 September 
 

Wk 9 

17 September 
 
 
 
 

18 September 
 ACT Athletics 
Carnival 

19 September 
Learning Journeys 
Kindergarten- year 6 & 
Robots & Stars from 
8:30am – 10:00am 
 

20 September 
P&C Meeting 6pm 
Kenny Koala visits 
Kindergarten 
Learning Journeys 
for Rockets & 
Comets 8:30am-
10:00am 

21 Sept 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15 
Assembly 2:20pm hosted by 
Year 5 with performances by 
our Macgregor Musicians 
Kenny Koala visits Yr 1 

Wk 10 

24 September 
Yr 5 Camp leave 
6:30am 
 

25 September 
 Yr 5 Camp 

26 September 
3/4 Camp leave 7:30am 
Yr 5 Camp return 
6:00pm 

27 September 
3/4 Camp 
Rockets & Comets 
excursion to 
‘Josephine Wants to 
Dance’ 

28 September 
3/4 Camp return 3:30pm 
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