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MACGREGOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 LINKED BY LEARNING… EXPERIENCE, EXPRESSION & EXCELLENCE 

 

Principal: Jennifer Hall 
 

Hirschfeld Cres     PO Box 372  
MACGREGOR ACT 2615   KIPPAX ACT 2615 
   
www.macgregorps.act.edu.au  Phone: 6142 1600 
info@macgregorps.act.edu.au  Fax: 6142 1624 

Dates to Remember 

Friday 23 November Assembly 2:20pm, hosted by year 6 Monday 26 November  Christmas CEIS Program 

Tuesday 27 November School Board meeting 5:00pm Wednesday 28 November Preschool 2019 Information night 5:00pm-
6:00pm 

Volume 43, Issue 33  Term 4 Week 6 22 November 2018 

Dear Families, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write to you as Macgregor Primary School’s recently appointed Deputy Principal. Today is 
my eleventh day at your beautiful school and I have been busy building relationships, getting to know the children, 
families and staff, as well as planning the 2019 school year with the school leadership team. I was chatting with families 
at our Kindergarten Information Evening last week and commented that since joining the school community, I have 
noticed an enormous amount of pride the children have for Macgregor – they have been keenly chatting with me about 
their beautiful learning spaces, the content of their learning (including preschool children excitedly hatching chicks in 
preschool), the way they learn and their interests. I am thankful to many of the children who have helped me to 
navigate the corridors and teach me about ‘The Macgregor Way’. I have also noticed that Macgregor’s teachers and 
support staff are outstanding educators, strong advocates for children and want to see all children have a great school 
experience.  
 
I grew up in Canberra’s north and attended a few Belconnen public schools myself. One of my strongest childhood 
memories is observing a platypus in Ginninderra Creek on a weekend family picnic where suburbs have now been built. 
Following 15 years living and working in rural NSW, I returned to the Belconnen area and all four of my children 
attended local public schools on the northside – in fact Tracey Webster expertly taught my children music at Lyneham 
High School for many years! I have had a previous career as a clinical nurse specialist paediatrics and as the daughter of 
two teachers, I eventually listened to my heart and excitedly swapped careers gaining qualifications in primary, early 
childhood and inclusive education. I am really looking forward to meeting and building quality partnerships with all 
members of the Macgregor Primary School community, progressing the new school plan (which is currently being 
drafted) and contributing to the ACT Education Directorate’s ‘2018 to 2021 Strategic Plan’. A few of my professional 
mantras include; ‘whatever it takes’, ‘the standard you walk past is the standard you accept’, ‘children are at the centre 
of the decisions being made’, ‘learning is not an option’ and ‘happy children are learning children’. 
 
Transitions 
Transition to different learning spaces is an important life event for children. Macgregor Primary School staff also 
recognise that ‘one size does not fit all’ and therefore each child and family has a unique experience when transitioning 
from another school setting or between different settings within the one school. You may have noticed a number of 
new children and families visiting Macgregor Primary School over the last couple of weeks. We also have a successful, 
carefully planned Kindergarten orientation program which clarifies many areas of uncertainty and helps to develop a 
confident approach to ‘big school’. As mentioned above, thank you to our Kindergarten Teachers (Gaye, Meagan, 
Lyndsey and Brooke), as well as Jo Pearce and members of the school’s P&C Association, for meeting families and 
presenting important information about Kindergarten at last week’s information evening. A pack of further information 
was provided to families and also distributed to a small number of families who could not attend the evening. A main 
theme throughout the evening was the importance of families and teachers becoming partners in a child’s educational 
journey. Our year 6 children have also been attending high school orientation visits. In addition, in a couple of weeks, all 
children from Kindergarten to year 5 will be involved in programmed transition classes to prepare them for the coming 
school year. We look forward to meeting formally with prospective preschool parents and carers at the Preschool 2019 
interviews being hosted in a few weeks.  
 

*Continued over page 
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Sunsmart Reminder 
Whilst the weather is still quite unpredictable, as a ‘sunsmart’ school it is ‘hats on’ time in Canberra. We would 
appreciate your support in helping your child to remember to bring a sunsmart hat to school every day. Our teaching 
staff also demonstrate leadership and model good practice by wearing a sunsmart hat outdoors.  
 
School Leaders for 2019 
Congratulations to the 31 year 5 students who committed time, effort and vision in preparing a high quality school 
leader speech last week. Amy, Maddison, Asha, Aneira, Sanaah, Masooma, Skye, Thomas, Jasper, Vineth, Darcy, Eli, 
Harry and Lachlan M. were all shortlisted and presented their speeches to the years 3 to 6 students today in the middle 
session of learning. It was very evident that the children were proud for the opportunity to put themselves forward. The 
presentation of a speech and subsequent student voting was overseen by staff.  Whilst only two school captains and 
four vice-captains will be selected, what shone through today was the children’s pride in their school and their 
commitment to being excellent role models. We are very proud of all of our students. Next week the finalists will be 
invited to an interview. The staff panel will then collate the results of the student voting, panel interview and speech, to 
select the leaders for 2019. 
 
Classes for 2019 
The school leadership team and staff are currently matching children to create classes for the 2019 school year. If you 
have a particular concern about your child’s placement for next year, please do let Jennifer know by email by Monday 
26 November Jennifer.hall@ed.act.edu.au. We will be triangulating our information (using each child’s sociogram, 
teacher knowledge and parent information) to determine the 2019 class placements. Our aim is to create supportive 
learning communities in each classroom. Postcards will be distributed by mail, as is the usual practice, during the 
December/January break with a photo of your child’s teacher for 2019.  
 
I am looking forward to connecting with as many families as possible over the coming weeks and into the new year.  
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Catherine Dillon 
Deputy Principal  

Illegal Parking Practices 
 
While the school can become congested during the peak times, illegal car parking will not be tolerated as it creates 
an unsafe environment for children. This includes parking on nature strips, footpaths, verges, street corners and 
across children’s crossings. 
 
Parents can provide a safer environment for our children and avoid incurring fines which include:  

• Parking on the verge ($120 fine) 

• Parking on footpaths or across driveways ($120 fine) 

• Stopping in a No Stopping zone ( $270 fine) 

• Parking in a No Parking zone ($120 fine) 

• Parking in a Bus Zone ($162 fine) 

• Parking in a mobility (disabled) space ($600 fine) 

 

Try parking a little further from the school and walking to meet your child, or arrange a meeting point with your 
child so they can walk to meet you. It’s a great way to avoid the congestion and illegal parking and is also one of 
the most time efficient ways to ensure children receive the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity every 
day. 
 
More information is available on the Transport Canberra website, including a range of information sheets to 
promote safe parking behaviours around schools. Please help to make our school community safe. 

mailto:Jennifer.hall@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/active-travel/active-travel-for-schools/safe-driving
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Welcome to term 4. 
 
All of us in 1SA can’t believe the year has flown by so quickly. We are all eagerly anticipating the holiday 
break and moving up to year 2! 
 
This term we have continued to work hard in all areas of the curriculum. We begin everyday with 
reading for 20 minutes. You can see our super concentration in the photo below. We have been very 
busy consolidating some areas of maths, including mentally adding and subtracting, telling the time to 
the half past, quarter past and quarter to. In literacy we have been working hard to finish our narratives 
and we have created some lovely small books to celebrate our awesome writing. Science has seen us 
growing grass seeds and caring for them. We have also been exploring robotics and how to program a 
small robot to move around a set path. 
 
We are continuing to work on being a good friend and being supportive of each other.  We are 
celebrating our differences and the things that make us the same. As we say in 1SA, if you can be just 
one thing, be kind!  
I would like to take this opportunity to celebrate each and every one of the children in 1SA, you have all 
shown such amazing growth in all different areas, both socially and academically. Well done for being 
unique and keeping me on my toes. I wish you all the best in year two and I look forward to you 
continuing your journey towards kindness, understanding and reaching your dreams.  
 
Renee Sochacki 

 

1SA Spotlight on Learning 
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Robots and Comets Spotlight on Learning 

Total excitement at Preschool! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week we had an awesome visit from ACT Fire and Rescue. Thanks 
Chad (Stars Dad) for organising the visits on Tuesday and Thursday. We 
had a wonderful time looking at all the equipment in the fire truck, 
climbing through the cabin and squirting water at the ground and trees.  

 

Alex and Kade followed on from that visit by making their own fire 
truck in the construction zone. Amazing work boys! 

This week we are having the return visit of the Hatching Chicks 
Program. We have ten chicken eggs and 2 duck eggs in the 
incubator to watch hatch and have a little cuddle.  
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Term 4 Calendar 2018 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
15 October 
 

16 October 
 

17 October 
Gala Tennis Day for Hearing 
Impaired 

18 October 
 

19 Oct 
Children’s Week 
 

20 Oct 
School 
Fete & Art 
Show 

Wk 2 

22 October 
Children’s 
Week 
Stars & 
Robots, Gruffalo 
performance 

23 October  
Children’s Week 
Miniroos Soccer Gala 
Day 
Cyber Safety 
Information Session for 
parents/carers 5:30pm 

24 October 
Children’s Week 
Preschool to Kindergarten 
transition 2:10—3pm 
Kindergarten @ CSIRO 
10:30am – 1:45pm 
NRL Yr 5/6 Girls League Tag  

25 October 
Children’s Week 
P&C sponsored 
teacher 
appreciation 
afternoon tea  
 

26 October 
Children’s Week 
’Buy a Bale’ fundraiser 

Wk 3 

29 October 
Children’s 
Week baking 
activities 
 

30 October 
Children’s Week 
baking activities 
Yr 5 Combined Band 
@ Macgregor 
 

31 October 
Children’s Week baking 
activities 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 
Multi Lingual Story Night in 
the library 5 – 6pm 

1 November 
Children’s Week 
baking activities 
P&C Meeting 
6pm 

2 Nov Children’s 
Week baking 
activities 
Assembly 
2:20pm hosted by 
3/4 

4 Nov 
Family 
Portrait 
Fundraiser 

Wk 4 

5 November 
 

6 November 
Yr 2 @ Questacon 
9:45am – 2:40pm 
School Board meeting 
5:00pm 

7 November 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 
Lift-Off Go Yr 6 Students & 
Parents 4-7pm 

8 November 
Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait 
Island students 
hearing tests 

9 Nov 
 

Wk 5 

12 November 
 

13 November 
Book Fair 8:30-
9:00am, 3:15-4:00pm 
 

14 November 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 
Kindergarten 2019 
Information Night 5-6pm 
Book Fair 8:30-9:00am, 
3:15-4:00pm 

15 November 
Book Fair 8:30-
9:00am, 3:15-
4:00pm 
 

16 November 
’Coffee & Chat’ with Jennifer 
9:15-10am 
Book Fair 8:30-9:00am, 3:15-
4:00pm 
 

Wk 6 

19 November 
Chicken 
hatching @ 
Preschool 

20 November 
Bandstrav rehearsal 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

21 November 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 
Bandstrav 
Chicken hatching @ 
Preschool 

22 November 
Chicken 
hatching @ 
Preschool 
Family Portrait 
fundraiser photo 
collection day, 
12:00pm-5:00pm 

23 November 
Assembly 2:20pm hosted by Yr 
6 
Chicken hatching @ Preschool 

Wk 7 

26 November 
Christian 
Education in 
schools session 
10:30–11:15am 

27 November 
School Board meeting 
5:00pm 
KSS Middle School 
Info Session 6-7pm 

28 November 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 
Preschool 2019 Information 
Night 5-6pm 
 P&C 5c fundraiser Robots 
& Stars 

29 November 
P&C Meeting 
6pm 

30 Nov 
 P&C 5c fundraiser 
 
 

Wk 8 

3 December 
LSG Dinosaur 
Museum 
Excursion 

4 December 
Preschool Open 
Morning 9-11am 
Kindergarten Fire 
Education session 
1:00pm 

5 December 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 
Year 3/4 Inquiry Exhibition 
(plants, endangered animals 
and the ecosystem) 

6 December 
Preschool Open 
Morning 9-11am 
Music recital 
6pm 

7 December 
 

Wk 9 
10 December 
 

11 December 
 

12 December 
P to K transition 2:10—3pm 

13 December 
 

14 December 
Assembly 2:20pm 
Reports go home 

Wk 10 

17 December 
Yr 6 concert 

18 December 
Yr 6 Graduation 
Ceremony 9:15 
Academic Awards 
Ceremony 6pm 

19 December 
Whole School Transition 
Session 
Yr 6 Fun Day 
Yr 6 Dinner/Disco 

20 December 
 

21 December 
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Proudly	  brought	  to	  you	  by	  
Macgregor	  Primary	  School	  P&C	  
	  www.facebook.com/macgregorprimarypandc/ 
or search for Macgregor Primary P&C. 

Next P&C meeting 
Thursday 29 November 6pm 
Meetings run from 6-8 pm in the school library.  
All parents, carers  and their children are 
welcome!  
A G-rated movie will be shown to entertain the 
kids while the meeting is on. 

  

5-cent fundraiser NEXT WEEK!  
Collect as many 5c pieces as you can and bring 
them to school on FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER.   
Robots & Stars, your collection day is 
WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER. 
Mark your name and class clearly on the 
container/bag, as classes and individuals will be 
eligible for prizes. 

The money raised will go back into resources such 
as library books and outdoor play equipment. 
 
 
 

Our volunteer-run services  
The Uniform Shop usually opens on Monday 
mornings and Friday afternoons. The email 
address uniform@macgregorpandc.org and orders 
through Flexischools are checked through the 
week and classroom deliveries are done on 
Mondays. 

School Banking is on Wednesdays outside the 
library from 8:30 - 9:30. We really need some 
volunteers to assist – see the note in this 
newsletter for more information, visit Kirsty on 
Wednesday or send a message via Facebook.  
Fundraising activities are coordinated by Tara 
Robinson. We always need extra helping hands 
with these activities – send us a Facebook 
message, comment on Facebook posts about the 
events, or email tdrevents@hotmail.com . 

Cookie dough fundraiser – date 
extended 
We are running our wonderful Billy G’s Gourmet 
Cookie Dough Fundraiser again. All funds raised 
will assist the school canteen. The moreish cookie 
dough is only available through fundraisers, not sold 
in stores, so stock up! 

Spare Billy G’s Fundraiser order forms for 
collecting orders from family and friends are 
available at the front office. 
NEW DATES: 

Please return your brochure & monies to the 
Canteen by TUESDAY 27 NOVEMBER. 

OR 
Order and pay online by midnight MONDAY 26 
NOVEMBER. 
The current scheduled day for pick-up of your order 
is WEEK 9, WEDNESDAY 12 DECEMBER. 
 

 
MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
SPECIAL! 
Purchase the Gingerbread dough and receive a 
FREE Gingerbread Man cookie cutter. 
Purchase the Shortbread dough and receive a FREE 
Christmas Tree cookie cutter. 
The kids will love baking their very own 
Gingerbread Men and Christmas Tree cookies over 
the Christmas break. 
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Calling	  for	  volunteers	  –	  we	  need	  your	  help!	  	  
	  

	  
Our	  students	  really	  enjoy	  participating	  in	  the	  Commonwealth	  Bank	  School	  Banking	  program	  and	  to	  keep	  this	  
program	  running	  we	  need	  your	  help.	  	  
	  
The	  program	  requires	  a	  volunteer	  School	  Banking	  Co-‐ordinator	  to	  facilitate	  the	  banking	  and	  distribution	  of	  
School	  Banking	  rewards.	  This	  only	  takes	  a	  small	  amount	  of	  your	  time	  one	  day	  a	  week	  and	  the	  Commonwealth	  
Bank	  will	  provide	  support	  in	  how	  to	  run	  the	  program.	  Your	  help	  with	  the	  program	  will	  greatly	  benefit	  
students	  as	  they	  develop	  vital	  saving	  skills	  and	  also	  help	  our	  school	  with	  fundraising.	  
	  
Currently,	  School	  Banking	  day	  is	  WEDNESDAY.	  
	  
If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  volunteering	  for	  this	  great	  program,	  please	  fill	  in	  the	  tear	  off	  section	  below	  and	  return	  
it	  to	  the	  front	  office.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Yes,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  help	  with	  School	  Banking!	  

	  

Name:	  	  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................	  	  

Phone:	  	  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................	  	  

Email:	  	  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................	  	  

Availability:	  	  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................	  	  

	  



 
Macgregor Uniform Shop 

 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Macgregor Primary School has a variety of school uniform options available for students. You can 
expect to pay around $160 for a full season of new uniform items, less if you mix new with the good 
quality pre-loved items available from the MPS Uniform Shop.  
 
 
SUMMER UNIFORM RECOMMENDATIONS 

• 3-4 short sleeve polo shirts (available in red or green). 
• 1-2 pairs of shorts (green only), skirts or skorts (available in red or 

green). 
• 1 broad-brimmed hat (available in red or green). 
• 1 summer dress or tunic (NB: tunics can be used as a skirt as they 

have a removable bib). 
• 1 hoodie jumper, hoodie jacket or baseball jacket (available in red or 

green). 
 
 
WINTER UNIFORM RECOMMENDATIONS 

• 3-4 long sleeve polo shirts (available in red or green).  
• 1-2 pairs of long pants (green only). 
• 1 polar fleece hat (available in red or green). 
• 1 tartan tunic or skort (red/green) with green or black tights. 
• 1 polar fleece (red/green) or fleecy rain jacket available in green. 

 
 
PRESCHOOL CLOTHING RECOMMENDATIONS 
Preschool students do not have a required uniform, however we do have hats and t-shirts in a variety of colours, with a 
picture designed by preschool students available for you to purchase.  
 
 
PAYMENTS 
The MPS Uniform Shop can process payments by:  

• Direct Transfer - payments for orders can be made to:  
'Macgregor Primary School P&C Assn Inc Uniform Account' 
BSB: 062911  ACCOUNT No: 10017519 
Please quote your last (family) name and email the receipt to 
uniform@macgregorpandc.org 

• EFTPOS 
• Flexischools -  www.flexischools.com.au  

 
 
ABOUT THE UNIFORM SHOP 
The Macgregor Primary School Uniform Shop provides new and pre-loved school uniform items for Macgregor Primary 
School students. We have a wide variety of uniform options available for students to choose from and keep prices as 
low as possible. We happily accept donations of good quality pre-loved uniforms that are available to purchase at the 
low price of $1 per item!  
 
The MPS Uniform Shop is currently open on Mondays from 9:00-9:30am and Friday from 2.30-3.30pm. It is staffed by 
volunteers and therefore the opening hours can change depending on their availability. 
 
The Uniform Shop is managed and staffed by volunteers from your P&C group. 
If you are interested in volunteering, email us at uniform@macgregorpandc.org  

mailto:uniform@macgregorpandc.org
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


MPS UNIFORM SHOP ORDER FORM 
 

STUDENT 
NAME:  CONTACT 

PHONE:  EMAIL:  

  
UNIFORM ITEMS COLOUR SIZE(S) QTY PRICE TOTAL NOTES 

SUMMER-SPRING 
TOPS  

Preschool Pack – 2 shirts + hat    $30 $  
Preschool T-Shirt (purple, blue, red, 
pink) 

   $18 $  

Short Sleeve Polo Shirt (Green or Red)    $20 $  
Hoodie Jumper (Green or Red)    $28 $  
Zipped Hoodie (Green or Red)    $32 $  
Bomber Jacket    $43 $  

BOTTOMS  
Bootleg (Light Elastine) Pants Green Only   $20 $  
Cargo Shorts Green Only   $17 $  
Mesh Shorts Green Only   $15 $  
Netball Skirts  (Green or Red)    $20 $  
Skorts (Green or Red)    $17 $  

DRESSES  
Tunic (doubles as skirt when bib removed) Tartan   $38 $  
Summer Dress Tartan   $45 $  

HATS  
Preschool Hat (purple, blue, red, pink, 
lime green) 

 One size  $12 $  

Broad-Brimmed Hat (Green or Red)    $16 $  
WINTER-AUTUMN 

TOPS  
Long Sleeve Polo Shirt (Green or Red)    $22 $  
Polar Fleece Jacket  (Green or Red)    $30 $  
Fleecy Rain Jacket Green Only   $36 $  

BOTTOMS  
Cargo Pants Green Only   $22 $  
Double-Knee Track Pants Green Only   $22 $  
Microfibre Track Pants Green Only   $24 $  
Bootleg (Fleece-lined) Pants Green Only   $30 $  

DRESSES  
Tunic (doubles as skirt when bib removed) Tartan   $38 $  

HATS & GLOVES  
Gloves (junior size only, red and green)  One size  $3 $  
Beanie (one size) Green or Red  One size  $6 $  

TOTAL AMOUNT PAID:  $  Direct transfer 
  Flexischools 

 EFTPOS 
 

Please leave order forms at the Front Office Enquiries to: uniform@macgregorpandc.org or 0419 494 331 

SIZES AVAILABLE:       

Shirts, Jumpers & Tunics 4    6    8    10    12    14    16  
Preschool T-Shirts 2    4    6  
Summer Dresses 4    6    8    10    12    14   
Hats S/M  M/L  L/XL  
Preschool Hats 1 size fits all  
 

Please visit the school website or download the SchoolApp 
for more information about school uniforms. 
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